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AN  HISTORICAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
OF  NORTH  YORKo 


NORTH  YORK  --  GEOGRAPHICALLY 

North  York  is  the  second  largest  municipality  in  Metropolitan  Toronto 
and  the  third  largest  in  Canada*  It  is  one  of  the  six  municipalities 
which  comprise  the  Metropolitan  Area*  Its  69.44  square  miles  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Townships  of  Vaughan  and  Markham;  on  the 
east  by  the  Borough  of  Scarborough;  on  the  south  by  the  Borough  of 
East  York j  the  City  of  Toronto  and  the  Borough  of  York,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Borough  of  Etobicoke ,  the  Borough  of  York  and  the  Humber 
River* 

Its  44^442  acres  is  mostly  rolling  country  with  an  elevation  variance 
of  150  feet.  It  is  relatively  well  treed  and  has  a  clay  sub-=soil 
with  no  mineral  content.  Large  green  belt  areas  are  located  along 
both  branches  of  the  Don  River,  the  Black  Creek,  Wilket^s  Creek  and  the 
Humber  River,  It  encompasses  nine  golf  clubs  and  more  than  one 
hundred  parks. 

Both  major  Canadian  railways  serve  the  municipality.  Highways  400, 

11  and  the  Macdonald^Cartier  Freeway  (formerly  Highway  401),  as  well  as 
a  network  of  Metropolitan  arterial  roads  provide  north^south,  east- 
west  routes  for  vehicular  traffic. 

Its  social  structure  is  integrated  and  well  balanced  with  no  slums. 
There  is  a  preponderance  of  medium  type  homes  with  some  in  the  higher 
income  bracket. 
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THE  EARLY  DAYS 


The  present  counties  of  York,  Ontario  and  Peel  were  known  as  the  Home 
District  to  early  settlers  in  the  Toronto  Region,  Town  or  township 
meetings  were  held  in  Upper  Canada  long  before  they  were  legalized  by 
statute  in  1793 «  After  that  date  the  Magistrates  (Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  Quarter  Sessions),  appointed  for  life,  were  required  to  call 
such  meetings  once  a  year  (March,  and  by  1910  =  January),  for  the 
election  of  officers  and  the  settlement  of  what  animals  should  have 
free  commons  and  what  should  constitute  a  legal  fence.  The  officers  - 
town  clerk,  assessors,  collectors,  overseers  of  highways,  pathmasters , 
fence  viewers,  poundkeepers  and  town  wardens  were  elected  to  carry  out 
laws  enacted  by  the  Upper  Canada  Legislature.  Except  for  the  question 
of  animals  and  fences,  these  officers  could  perform  no  legislative 
functions.  The  two  town  wardens  constituted  a  corporation  to  represent 
the  Township,  with  power  to  sue  and  defend  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants, 
but  they,  and  all  the  other  officers  were  responsible  to  the  Justices 
in  Quarter  Sessions, 
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A  The  first  recorded  meeting  in  York  County  was  held  on  March  4?  1799c 

^  It  included  the  Townships  of  Yorkj  Markham  and  Vaughan  and  the  wardens, 

^  assessors  and  overseers  of  highways  were  elected  for  all  three  as  a 
unite  Separate  poundkeepers ,  pathmasters  and  fence  viewers  were, 
however,  elected  for  separate  areas,  such  as  the  ’’Circles  of  the  Don 
and  Humber”,  specified  sections  of  Yonge  Street  and  the  German 
settlement  of  Markham,,  The  Town  of  York  seems  to  have  been  included 
with  the  Township  to  begin  with,  but  by  1^04  it  had  been  separated « 

In  the  beginning,  the  Magistrates  and  the  settlers  were  bound  together 
by  a  strong  bond  of  interest ,  and  public  opinion  was  adhered  to  by 
the  Magistrates o  After  the  War  of  1S12 ,  this  happy  feeling  was  less 
and  less  apparent <,  Complaints  of  incompetence,  selfishness  and  high- 

handedness  became  much  more  frequent®  By  IS30,  the  population  of  the 
Home  District  had  reached  17,020  with  3,127  ^ n  York  Township  and  2,B60 
in  the  Town  of  York®  Finally  on  March  6,  1^34,  York  became  the  City 
of  Toronto  and  acquired  its  municipal  status  by  special  legislature® 

In  1^41 5  because  the  county  had  outgrown  the  system  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  5  the  District  Councils  Act  transferred  to  a  district  Council, 
elected  directly  by  those  qualified  to  vote  in  the  Townships,  all  the 
powers  of  the  courts  of  Quarter  Sessions,  in  relation  to  roads,  bridges 
and  other  public  works ,  to  schools ,  to  the  expense  of  the  administration 
of  justice  and  payment  of  Township  officers,  and  to  the  collection  of 
taxes  for  these  purposes® 

Franklin  Jackes,  a  baker,  whose  shop  opposite  the  market  on  King  Street, 
specialized  in  fancy  buns  and  a  figured  gingerbread,  represented  York 
Township®  Mr®  Jackes  built  Castlefield,  the  first  two-storey  house 
in  the  county  and  moved  there  in  IS360  Castlefield  Avenue  was 
originally  the  roadway  from  Yonge  Street  to  Mr®  Jackes  residence® 

The  District  Councils  Act  was  apparently  regarded  as  a  temporary 
measure®  In  1S43  an  attempt  was  made  to  replace  it  with  an  Act 
providing  for  the  incorporation  of  municipalities®  The  legislation 
was  delayed  by  opposition,  however,  until  1^49  when  the  Baldwin 
Municipal  Act  was  passed  and  a  system  of  municipalities  set  up  similar 
to  our  present  system  under  the  Act  and  put  into  operation  in  1^30® 

York  Township  became  part  of  the  newly  created  County  of  York,  later 
divided  into  the  Counties  of  York,  Ontario  and  Peel® 

Franklin  Jackes  became  the  first  Reeve,  and  meetings  were  held  in  the 
■  Eglinton  hotels  The  Prospect  House,  John  Miller^s  Hotel,  and  Charles 
McBride’s  Hotel®  However,  William  Tyrrell,  living  in  Weston,  was  the 
outstanding  figure  for  the  first  thirty  years® 

The  first  railways  in  Upper  Canada  ran  through  Toronto  and  West  York, 
northward  to  Allandale  and  Collingwood® 
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^  The  OoS.  and  H.R. ,  which  became  the  Northern  in  1^51 ^  ran  north  between 
Dufferin  and  Keele  Streets  and  aided  greatly  in  the  western  development. 

>  This  was  the  day  of  the  small  village  located  at  cross-roads,  consisting 
of  a  blacksmith’s  shop,  a  saw  mill,  a  tavern,  a  general  store  and  a 
church.  By  1^74 s  the  Township  extended  for  seven  concessions  west  of 
Yonge  Street  and  four  concessions  east* 

Henry  Duncan,  who  built  a  house  on  the  Don  Mills  Road  from  brick  made 
on  the  farm,  dominated  the  second  era*  York  Township  East  was  Mr. 
Duncan’s  special  care,  but  few  members  of  Council  had  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  Township  as  a  whole.  He  arbitrated  disputes  as  to 
bridges,  line  fences,  sales,  neighbourhood  and  family  undertakings, 
matters  of  inheritance  etc.  He  conveyed  to  the  Township  the  right  of 
way  through  his  farm  to  extend  the  Don  Independent  Road  to  the  York 
Mills  Roado  Mr.  Duncan  served  for  sixteen  years  as  a  member  of  Council 
and  two  periods  as  Reeve,  one  for  eight  years  and  later  for  five* 

Arthur  L*  Willson  from  Willowdale ,  served  as  Reeve  from  lSS^-lS^9o  Mr. 
Willson  had  served  as  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  York  Township  from  1866- 
1880  when  he  resigned  due  to  differences  of  opinion  with  Reeve  Henry 
Duncan*  This  led  to  a  separation  of  the  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer* 

S*  Thomas  Humberstone ,  a  pottery  owner  in  York  Mills  and  Newtonbrook, 
became  Reeve  in  1890-1893 j  having  served  on  Council  for  four  years* 

Later,  William  Sylvester  who  operated  a  farm  and  dairy  at  York  Mills, 
served  as  Reeve  (I903‘=1904l . 

In  1896,  the  County  Council  transferred  the  roads  to  the  local  munici¬ 
palities*  This  resulted  in  roads  of  varied  quality  according  to  the 
Township,  town  or  village  through  which  they  passed*  George  Stewart 
Henry  of  Oriole  entered  the  York  Township  Council  in  1903  and  was  in 
public  life  until  he  resigned  as  Premier  of  Ontario  in  1934.  In  1910, 
Mr*  Henry,  as  Reeve,  proposed  to  York  County  Council  that  the  main  roads 
of  the  electoral  districts  of  East  and  West  York  be  formed  into  a  county 
roads  systems  with  a  uniform  standard  of  construction*  A  joint  meeting 
of  a  County  Council  committee,  of  which  Mr*  Henry  was  a  member, 
representatives  of  Toronto  City  Council,  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  and 
the  Ontario  Motor  City  League  recommended  that  the  city,  county  and 
province  each  contribute  one  third  the  cost  **of  constructing  permanent 
roadways  within  the  County  of  York***  City  and  County  agreed  to  the 
proposal  which  was  ratified  by  the  Legislature*  In  1916  a  county  wide 
system  was  adopted*  The  name  of  the  representative  body  was  changed 
from  York  Highway  Commission  to  Toronto  and  York  Roads  Commission  with 
Edgar  A*  James  as  the  first  Engineer*  Out  of  these  efforts  grew  what 
is  known  as  the  Suburban  Roads  System  of  the  Province* 
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^  Thomas  Griffith,  whose  family  had  lived  since  ld20  in  a  settlement 
north  of  \leston  known  as  Grouse  Hill,  became  a  member  of  Council  in 
)  1910,  and  Reeve  in  1915,  holding  the  position  until  191&4  He  was  the 
last  of  the  rural  and  farm  holding  Reeves  in  York  Township, 

From  1919-1922  Frederick  H.  Miller,  head  of  a  family  florist  business, 
became  Reeve,  Interests  centered  around  urban  problems  -  sidewalks, 
streets,  lighting,  waterworks  and  sewage  etc.  North  York  was  all  that 
was  left  of  the  rural  land.  Owing  to  the  density  of  population  in  the 
urban  portion  of  York,  the  rural  residents  had  no  representation  on  the 
Municipal  Council  despite  the  fact  that  they  were  paying  nearly  twenty- 
three  per  cent  of  the  taxes  collected  by  the  Township  of  York, 

In  1921  a  Committee  was  formed  to  divide  the  rural  from  the  urban  portion 
of  the  Township  of  York.  The  Private  Bills  Committee  of  the  Ontario 
Legislature  heard  the  application  in  1921,  but  some  oposition  from  a 
number  of  farmers  in  the  area  south  of  the  proposed  boundary  caused  the 
Bills  Committee  to  hold  the  Private  Bill  over  for  one  year  to  permit 
the  parties  concerned  time  to  adjust  the  boundary  lines  so  that  these 
farms  might  be  included  in  the  proposed  new  Township, 

The  Bill  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  June  13,  1922  and  the  Township 
of  North  York  was  incorporated  as  a  separate  municipality  on  July  iBth 
of  the  same  year. 

The  signatures  of  the  five  citizens  v/hich  appear  on  the  Private  Bill 
presented  to  Premier  Ernest  C.  Drury  were  those  of  Roy  D,  Risebrough, 
James  Muirhead,W.  J,  Buchanan,  John  Brummel  and  ¥.  C.  Snider,  Others 
who  assisted  were;  John  Cooper,  George  and  John  McKenzie  and  Sam 
V/ilkinson, 

At  its  inception,  the  population  of  North  York  was  less  than  6,000  with 
the  assessed  value  of  property  about  $7,500,000,00,  A  five-man  Council 
was  elected  and  organized  to  conduct  municipal  business  on  August  12, 
1922,  It  was  comprised  of  R,  F.  Hicks,  James  Muirhead,  W,  G,  Scrace, 

Oo  D.  Bales  and  J,  Buchanan, 

Initially,  elections  were  held  for  the  office  of  Reeve  and  first,  second 
and  third  Deputy-Reeves  as  well  as  the  office  of  Councillor.  In  1926, 
By-law  No,  31?  to  divide  the  municipality  into  three  wards  for  election 
purposes  was  voted  upon  by  the  electorate  with  1,1^4  favouring  the 
change  while  231  registered  opposition.  Following  the  plebiscite 
elections  to  Council  were  for  a  Reeve,  a  Deputy-Reeve  for  each  of  the 
three  wards  and  a  Councillor  for  V^Jard  Two,  the  most  populated  area  of 
the  Township. 
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sri^  ecv  ■^  •.c^X^fX  aotSlQoq  after  ^nXblorf  ,  5r(?X  nX  "avsafl  bffe 

.  ,  .  ’  X  ^  ^qlrlciiWcT 'jf'Toi  /il  eavdaH  snlbXod  urisi  bns  sr^XT  Ic  er« 

«88sniaif(J  crei'ioX'i  Afixnuil  6  lo  beari  .'ralXiT^^.^H  SSQI-OX^X^p^ 

,ejiXswabXa  ••  aAialboaq  h&i:Bdn0ry  aetaa^aernl  . 

XXs  a«w  oj-ioY  •'^ri jT!Ol!  sSBvras  bxTB  a^t'iowrocJsw  i^niJrfgXI 

jfij  nt  noIJoXuqoq  2o  x^fiariab  after  o:r  snivK)  .bniX  XeTxn  erleX  « 

no  aoi  ^Binaaa'iqa'i  ,on  h^d  a^nabiaaa  Xfi’iulf  aH;^  ,>tT:oY  lo '  nbxetioq  nac 
-Y^naWer  yX^c^  anX^^q  ©'lew  eTosl  eff^  aetXqeab  XXorarep  XBqioXi 

'  X*  •  Ito ‘qXrtaiT\-.oT  arfer  yd  baeToaXXoo  aaxseT  911^**10  ernso  'laq  as*; 


t^i.oq.aBd'ru  srfer  mo*il  lewi  edeT  abXvib  oer  bsmol'esw  eaXerXiritiop^  a  .Xq^X*' 
'■  olr-rBefnO  srieT  lo  esaerr'rwioO  aXIXfl  aeravX'i^  ertT  '^  .jtrtoYvlo  qiiiafiwb^’srlef 
Bcrao'il  npXeJXsoqo  smea  Xud  ,XS9X  nX  •  noX^soXIqqs  erfet'  b'iBsri  STCi/effllaij 
)rid  bsaussc  ytebrujod  bsecqciq  arid  Xo ‘lierxioa  sVib  after  nX  a*xsroTBl  Xo  ^radr 
aXjirieq  oe;  'raay  ano  .^'loX  lavo  XXiS ''aeTBvXi'i  arier.blori  od^  aaderfrf^op  alJ 
j  aaadd  ersrid  oe  sanXX  y'lEbmjpd  add  daytba  od  amXd  bon'isDnoo  ^aaid'pj^e 
SfSS  '  •  ■  -  V.  ^3^  baeoqortq  add  nX  babuXonx  ^ad  dd^x^^^fr: 


rdanwbT  add  bna  SS^X  ,£X  snxrb  no  9'iudBlaX§aJ  arid,’ yd  basaaq  asw  XXxS  £ 
ddSI  Vint,  rfo^^ydiXsqXoinnffl''9dB*iBqe3  B  bb -beds'ioV'ioonX  aew  5t*ioY  ddTfol^ 

-i/ .  ^  ■ '.  vji' 

XXi8  ddBVX*rt  add  no  ^Baqqs  doXdw  anasXdXo  avXX  arid  lo  vOixrdBi^a  € 
.  ^dSoo-idsaXH  .Q  yofl  Xo  aaodd  aiavr  yncxnCI  .0  deamlE  laXma'xq  od^|bs^daas 
e'lSderO  ^  .TabirrS  iO  .W  brrb  IammuT:S  ndol,  ^cjBiJBdDuQ  '•!,  J*I^b^.e^I•IJ:J:^  aen 
^  mBZ  biis  9Xsn0)fQM  ndoL  bne  agioaO  ^'laqooO  ndol,  jaiaw  badaiaSB  c 


■< 


■r» 


* 


idXw  000, d  nadd  eeaX  sew  ‘jl'ioY  dU'ioV.  Xo  noidsXnqoq  add  tfroXdqaodX  sd’t 
lonnoD  naen-bviX  A  .00,000, 00^, dnods  ydiaqp'iq  Xo  auXBv’  be^Baaa©  s 
•  ,SX  daij^A  no ’aeafiXand  laqiaXonni  donbnoo  tod  bsslnfig^o  bns  badosla  e 
,aaBibB  .0  .W  ,bB9dT[xn]4  aoitol,  ,a>{'cXH  .'i  Xo  beeliq*iK)0  ?iBW  dl 

^  -  .nansdoiirS  .1  .W  bns  .esXBS*,G 

.  =  '  '  •  .to  -  ^  ■  --| 

looas  ,de'xxX  boB  avaaH  Xo  aoxlVo  odd  *ioX  blad  ©xaw  anoXdoaXa  tyfiBidi 
dS^I  nl  ^;,.  xoIIXoirnoO  Xo  ^O'xXXo  add  as '•JIXaw  an  aavalsH-ydi/qaCI  iJ^Xdd  X 
roxdpela  'loX  sb'iew  oa-uHef  ojnx  yJilBqXoxnirc!  arier'  sbivXb  oj  VXC,  *oll  wqI^ 
.  *  odd  §ni'TJJo^^BX  ^i^X,  X  ddxw  adeiodoaie  ®ifd  yd  rtoqu  ^dov  asw.soaoqi 
adXosXdaXq  ada  snx*7oIio''4  .noXdXs'cqqo  JbaiadsiSO't  X^S  oXidw  s^na 
arid’Xo'  d:>BB  *icX  av^BH-yduqaQ  a  ,9vaaH  s  aiavr.  Xi  jnyoO  od  enoidoe 
Xo  B9T6  badsljuqoq  daom  add  ,owT  MsW  deX  'toiXXonjJJoO  bxxs  ap*ioW  aab 

.  '  ’  '  ,  '  -qinemfoT  9 
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^  Ra  F*  Hicks  held  the  office  of  Reeve  for  the  first  formative  years 
1922“1926.  At  this  time  there  were  two  newspapers  supplying  news  to 
y  the  residents  s  the  ’^North  Yonge  Advertisers^  and  the  ’s^ichmond  Hill 
Liberal'*.  The  "Enterprise**  j  a  weekly  newspaper  ^  was  first  published 
on  November  11 j  1926.  According  to  the  "Richmond  Hill  Liberal"  on 
September  23,  1926 ^  a  complaint  was  made  to  the  North  York  Council 
regarding  the  Watt  aeroplane  operation  on  Sundays  in  an  airfield  at  the 
end  of  Avenue  Road,  where  the  Macdonald-Cartier  Freeway  is  located  at 
present.  Many  people  used  to  watch  the  planes  and  it  was  felt  that  it 
should  not  be  a  Sunday  pastime ,  and  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  stop 
it . 

During  this  same  year,  land  for  York  Cemetery  was  acquired  on  the  west 
side  of  Yonge  Street  on  the  original  Sheppard  property,  and  the  house 
of  Michael  Sheppard,  built  after  he  was  pardoned  for  his  reformer 
activities  in  the  Rebellion  of  1^37,  became  the  home  of  the  cemetery 
caretaker. 

In  1954  the  number  of  Council  members  was  increased  to  eight  to  provide 
greater  representation  by  population,  V\fard  One  was  represented  by  a 
Deputy-Reeve  and  one  Councillor  with  V/ards  Two  and  Three  having  a 
Deputy-Reeve  and  two  Councillors  from  each  Ward.  This  combination 
formed  a  nine-man  Council,  four  more  than  heretofore. 

By  a  plebiscite  held  December  6,  1954,  from  a  total  of  70,623  electors, 
the  residents  of  North  York  approved  By-law  No.  9593,  which  divided 
North  York  into  eight  wards  for  election  purposes,  with  one  Councillor 
and  School  Trustee  to  be  elected  from  each  Ward.  The  Reeve  and  two 
Hydro  Commissioners  continued  to  be  elected  on  the  popular  vote  through¬ 
out  the  municipality. 

On  December  5?  1955,  the  electors  approved  By-law  No,  10496,  which 
provided  for  a  two-year  term  of  office  for  all  elected  representatives. 

The  Board  of  Education  Trustees  were  also  elected  on  a  Ward  basis.  This 
system  operated  during  1954  and  1955  and  was  replaced  by  the  eight-ward 
system  in  operation  until  December  31,  1964.  On  September  9,  1963, 
Council  passed  By-law  No,  1S17^  which  divided  the  Township  into  twelve 
wards  for  election  purposes,  to  become  effective  January  1,  1965. 

Ontario  Municipal  Board  approval  of  Township  By-law  No. 19011  passed  on 
June  29}  1964?  provided  for  a  four-member  Board  of  Control  to  be  elected 
by  general  vote  and  to  become  effective  on  January  1,  1965.  Four 
former  Councillors  elected  to  the  first  Board  of  Control  were  G.  G. 
Hurlburt ,  I.  A,  Paisley,  F.  E,  Watson  and  B.  H.  Hall. 
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o^  avrofl  . 


lirHCc^oS^  arict  bna^^^iseirisvbA  agnoY  ri^ioW-  e^S  ,8^n..b^Bsi  a 
bsrieiliijq  aairt  asw  vnsqoqewen  tfljisaw 
,no  “IsisdiJ  ilii:  bnoBtrioifi'’  sriJ  c^'anib-ioooA 
IlonL'oP  ji'ioY  sriJ  os  absm  2BW  SalfuqmoS  b  tO>^X  i  Taomacrq 

;ts-M9H'iis  fiB.  rri  a^iibnijS'^no  fioiJB^faqo  ansiqo'iae  ssb^  anib'isi 
ba^BDoi  aJt  'laiJUBO-bXsnofcofiM  ariJ*  aaariw  ,CfioH  a^fiavA :  lO  b 

i  cTBil;;  ;Jlsl  bbw,  cJx  ohb  eanBlq  ari^  rioJavr  beax/  sXqoaq  -crnsaa 

ao;ta  oS  ci9^&S  Q(f  bliionz  eqest  SeriS  hra  ^emlse&q  xabnuS  s  ac^cTon  djj/q 

'  ‘  .  .  .t :  ‘  '  ■  V  ^  '  ’„  .  .  ':  >■'’ — ' 


.S'f, 


Jaaw'arfct  rto  be'tiupoB  sbw  yiaJaufjO  3(*^oY  toI  bnaX  t'lBdX  9®^,® 

BEXJO/l  9iiX  Lns^cXJ^aqo^q  biBqqari^  Ibh tai-io  no  XaeTja 

lonrio'ia'T  etii  'lo'i  fc^anob-tsq  ssw  ari  tsJIs  ^Ilud  <  o'leqqario  la^.oiM 
X'isc^ainao  add  lo  amori  arid  aoLBOad  ♦VC^X  .'io,  nolXIadafl' arid  ni  BaxdivxJ 

.‘j";  ^  r.  m'  , 

kbivoio  od  dri^i®  *od  b98fi9^o^ri  esw  e^9dflla£^  XiDfljJoO  Yo  ladrayn  arid  ^i?^X 
-  6  vd  badnaea'xqa'i  dsw  anO  b'lsW  •fioidsXwqoq  yd  noxdfidnaea;7qa'i  Tadfi^ 
6  anxvBri  ae'trfT  bne  owT  ab'isW  ridxw  'xoIIionuoO^eno -bns  avaafl-x^nc 
noidsnidflipo  airiT  .bi^W  rioBa  lao*!!  sioXiioax/oO  owd  brre  evaafl-X'^nc 
yfv,  * aioloJ 3*194  uarid  a^ow  tiJoY  ^XiofUJoO  nani-anln  b  beiir 


BicwoeXo  tSd.OV  lo  XeJqcf  6  .noil  ledmaosa  bXarir  saiaeldsXq  a 

bsbivib  rioiriw  .£*??<?■  .oM  w«X-tca  bavoiqqa  jIioX  flMolJ  iQ  eJaeb^ee^  j 
loXiisiitroO  ORO' rfJiw  .eaaoqTiiq  noiJoaXa  tiol  abisw  idgia  o^tni  B'loX^j, 
ovi  faas  avaaii  ariT  .bTeW  ilDsa  fflo-rl  beJoaXa  ad  od  aede^T  Xoorioa 
lat;o^dd  adov  nsX^qoq  arid  no  bedoaXa  ad  ,od  bawnidnoo  a't^olaeXanqa  Ml 
®  a  t  .vdiXeqioxnum  arid  ; 


C4 


/r  noiriw  .oH  wfiX-vH  bavoiqqa  eiodsaie'' arid  ,2491 

.eavldednaaaiqai  faadaeia  XXb  aoxXlo  Xo  ariad  -isey-owd^  loX  babtTi 

’  '  *  =  wi  ^  ^P| 

riT  .aiecd  b'xsW  s  no  badooXs  oaio  aiBw  BaadBinT  rioidsoBba  lo  uiso®  i 
bneW-driaxa  arid  xri  baoBlqaT  aew  b*TB  ??^X  bna  4^^9X  sniniib  bedsnaqo  madi 
.£dPX  ,9  'lodm&dqa^  aC  .4d^l  tU  nsxfwaoaa  Ildru;  noxd^neqo  nx  ®9d. 
©vXawd  odnx  qxriaiiwoT  arid  babt/Xb  rfoiriw  ^YX^X  aoM  vreX-x^  bBBficq 

•^d^X  aX  xns*>?nBl>  9>Xdi>'i'Y3t9  ©faopad  od  ^aaBcq'Tuq  noldooX&  |ix>i  bo* 
no  baeeeq  XX09X.oll*wfiX-Ta  qiriattwcT  l:o  iavotqqa  bnaoe  IsqiOJ.iW;^  oiia 
edo&Xa ‘od  od  Ic'iJnoO  lo  bnsoS  •\©dn®'?i!-‘'it/oY  &  'lol  fcdbXvciq  4  Ao^X  o 
'11*0'^  oo^evl.ioa'l'XB  ^509C  od  baB  odc^/,  Xa^eaeS 

.0  .0  9*191^/  Ion,iiiol/  la  h^scC  dan.  tl  arid  o^d  boJpaXe  e'lcXXXbni/oJ^  "loa 
^  ,  .XXbH  iH  e  bftfi  xrcBdbV#  .3  ."i  tX^Ueis'^  .A  .1  ,;^niJdX 
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The  passing  of  the  Municipality  of  Metropolitan  Toronto  Amendment  Act 
w  1966  (Bill  Bl )  in  the  Ontario  Legislature  on  May  1^^  1966  provided  for 
the  division  of  Metropolitan  Toronto  into  an  area  comprising  six  munici- 
;  palities  in  place  of  the  previous  thirteen  as  of  January  1,  1967» 

The  boundaries  of  North  York  were  unchanged  but  the  designation  of 
Borough  replaced  that  of  Township;  the  title  of  Reeve  was  changed  to 
Mayor  and  Ward  Councillors  became  Aldermen*  The  Bill  also  provided 
for  a  3“year  term  of  office  for  members  of  Council ^  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  Hydro  Commission.  North  York  retains  the  same 
Provincial  grant  benefits  under  the  new  system^ 

North  York  is  represented  on  the  Metro  Council  by  the  Mayor,  the  four 
members  of  the  Board  of  Control  and  one  Alderman* 

Council  meetings  were  first  held  in  the  Brown  School  (then  S.S.  #4 
on  Yonge  Street  at  Eilerslie  Avenue  where  the  Provincial  Judge’s  Court 
now  stands)  and  later  in  the  residence  of  Rev.  T*  W.  Pickett,  which 
had  formerly  been  the  Golden  Lion  Hotel,  prominent  during  the  Rebellion 
of  Upper  Canada  in  1^37?  situated  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Yonge 
Street  and  Sheppard  Avenue . 

On  September  15,  1922  an  office  was  opened  in  the  Harrington  block  of 
stores  on  the  east  side  of  Yonge  Street  just  north  of  Sheppard  Avenue. 

A  fire  in  the  building  on  February  20,  1923,  destroyed  some  Township 
records  and  plans  were  begun  immediately  for  the  construction  of  a 
Municipal  Office  building.  A  site  was  purchased  at  Yonge  Street  and 
Empress  Avenue  with  an  S6  foot  frontage  by  a  depth  of  125  feet  to  a 
lane . 

Murray  Brown  was  commissioned  to  design  the  proposed  structure.  He 
also  designed  the  Seal  of  the  Corporation  which  was  approved  by  Council 
on  July  16,  1923  »  The  words  ^Progress  With  Economy^*  surround  an 
ornamental  shield  on  which  are  emblazoned  the  Canadian  beaver,  a  full 
wheat  sheaf  and  scales. 

The  native  beaver  (Castor  Canadensis)  is  a  fitting  emblem  of  an 
industrious  people ;  the  wheat  denoting  the  prosperity  of  the  people 
and  the  fertility  of  the  land.  The  scales  are  indicative  of  justice 
and  square  dealing. 

The  Crest  of  the  Corporation  was  adopted  by  By-law  N00IO3,  enacted  and 
passed  on  December  3,  1923=  The  said  By-law  No.  103  provided  that  the 
Crest  of  the  Township  shall  be  described  as  follows: 

1.  A  Shield  showing  a  sheaf  of  grain  and  scales,  surmounted  by  a 
beaver  on  crown,  and  border  of  maple  leaves  on  the  right  and 
left  hand  sides  ,  the  whole  surrounded  with  the  words  "Progress 
With  Economy". 

2.  That  the  Clerk  shall  have  prepared  a  drawing  of  the  Crest  and 
the  Crest  shall  form  part  of  the  Corporate  Seal  and  shall  be 
used  on  all  stationery  of  importance. 
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rfoA  jflsmbflWKA  oifib'ioT  naJiXoqoiJsM  lo  yqiXBql^mjM  e/lJ  "lo  anXasflq  J 
no'i  fcdbxvb*iq  V^M  no  ©TttfsJBlBiisa  olieirnO  ericr^fni  (Xdr^IIiQ)  ox: 

toxrufin  xie  ^iiiai’iqnioo,  fiste  ria  oJfii  oc^ho'toT  nB:^iX^o2^oM  lo  noiexvx  .  i 

,1  vTnun&X^  lo  an  £39dJ*iJtrii‘  auoivd'iq  9dJ’“ia;,eoBXq  ni  eeraiJ 
lo  xioJ’tfAnsxs^^  Jud^'  bQs^sdotw  ^new  ^^^oY  rl^ioM  YaJ'Bai'tBbaxroO  ^i 
oJ  baansrlp^aBw  9V99H  Yo  oXaT^  arij  -jqidenwoT  Yp  Jerict 
bebxvcna  oeXiSft^XXia  edT  .nsflnebXA  EidIXionwoO  b^sW'bns  'loi 

.  :rVio  biceoB  edJ  .‘Xlofu/oa  lo  eiedmam.'iol  e^mono^irnect  iBdy-e  b  ^ 
dtafie  ari^  exiifi^s'i  i'loY  riJ^ioM  .noxeeiiititioO  <yxb’{H  arf-^  bpa  doxJB^i 
1  ’  ♦/ned’BVB  wan  bHj  'isbiu/  sjxYbrbO  lBiDnxv< 

'  tirol  s>riq ' ,  toysM- srlJ  yd  XloniroO  ctJeM  eriJ  no.baJnaeaiqaT  ei  ^toY  Hr 

.  ‘  ,-,  .nsnnabXA  ano  bns  Loi3no0  Tip  fa^6da  arid  lo  aiadi 

'■  ,  ■._  IV.  .  '!  '  -i  *■■  -  '  ''‘* 

A  i  .8.3  narfj)*  Xoprip8  nwonH  arid  al  faXed  de^lT  a-jaw  egnidaM  Xiaa 
8*9sb0U  XsionivOT^  sdd  ©isriw  sjjnavA  .aXIeneXiS^tB 'j’esljo  ©anoi 
rioxriw  -W  .T  aveH  Yo  aonebiee*!  .artcT  nt  is^aX  bna  (abrtB^B  i 

noXXXedsii'edxt  Jnenimo^q  %  Xe JoH  noiX  nsbIoO  sdcr  nsed  xX^^m'JoX  - 

95UioY  i.0  Tamoo  desw-ri^i/os  adJ  dfl  ba^BU^XB  tVC&X  nl  ©benaP  ^pqqU 

>  ':  ,  _ _  •  ’  ■  .  V  .sirnsvA  biaqqsdB  bna  cfa®' 

-  f  -  ^ 

lo  ?loold  fioda^iXnaH  arid  ni  bBneqo  eavT  soillo  na  SS:9X  ^edmBdqaB 
•  wjunsvA  biaqqsriB  lo  ridTLoq  JBUb  sgnoY  Iq  eblc  deae  add -no  se'r 

aldenwoT  ^o3  bs^'oTdeeb , ,  C^QX  jOS  x'lBl/'idal  ao  anxbXlud  edd  nX  9'iX 
a  lo  noXdou*xjenoo  sdd  nol  ylsdaibsminX  ? 

bna  dae^dd  &AaoY  da  baeadoTtuq  saw  edie  A  .aflXbXXi/d  aoillu  XaqXox 
a  od  dsel'eSX  lo  ridqab  a  xd  saadnonl  dool  o8  n©  ddXw' dunavA.  s^9*t 

qH  .dnx’doinds  baBoqonq  add  n^Xaab  od  banoXseriiunoo  saw  nwonS  x®*^ 
IXoni/oO  xd  bovonqqa  esw  doXriw  nolda-ioq-ioO  arid  lo  lead  arid  o0n|X Bib  o 
na  brufO'i'tija  •*x®onco3  ddXW  BeanaoT:*!”  ebnow  ariT  .  ^S9X  t^X  xX^/b 
XXjjI  a  .navaad  naXbansJ  arid  banosaidma  ana  riolriw  no  faXaXrie  Isdname 
'  *  .BeXabB  bna  laada  de 


mj^ 


na  lo  ffiaidm©  gnxddXl  a,eX  (eXanebanaO  ^odaaO^  'lavsad  avXdBn 
aXqoaq  arid  lo  xdX-iaqeo-iq  arid  gnXdoneb  dsariw'*-9iid^j9Xqo^  3uoX"ideii 

©oidBut’  lo ' avXdaoXbnx  btiB  EaXsoa  ariT  •bnaX  add  lo  x^Xiidnal  add 
■  ^  '  .  .gnilaab  afxairpa 

baa  beJor.n9  fcOi.oH  waX-yS  .yd  bsdqobs  ssw  noidsioq-toD  arid  to  daaiO 

sa3  jerid  b9bivo^q  COX  .oM  wisi-yO  bx.66  e.d'f  '  .  tSi?!  >,  t-  "’ 

7 .'a'  ;  BwoXxcl  fea  boci(t"tce9b  ad  'Xlaria  qXdanvfOi  add  lo  dc 
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The  $35?OOOoOO  Municipal  Building  was  opened  on  December  19 j  1923? 
and  provided  ample  accommodation  for  the  staff  required  at  that  timeo 
^  The  Council  Chamber j  which  was  located  on  the  second  floor ^  became  a 
community  meeting  place  and  was  rented  to  local  organizations  and 
lodges  o 

Immediately  following  the  formation  of  the  Township j  a  Board  of  Health 
was  formed  and  a  water  supply  system  for  the  Yonge  Street  area  was 
considered  to  be  of  paramount  importance »  A  pumping  station  and 
filtration  plant  was  installed  on  the  East  Branch  of  the  Don  River 
and  a  reservoir  tower  was  constructed  at  Bayview  and  Sheppard  Avenues 
to  augment  the  water  pressure » 

Also  in  1923?  to  provide  a  hydro  service  for  the  Yonge  Street  area, 
the  lines  of  the  Toronto  and  York  Radial  Railways  (Metropolitan  Division) 
were  taken  over  and  extended  to  serve  this  most  populated  area  of  the 
new  municipality o  The  Hydro  was  at  first  operated  by  the  Council  but 

on  December  7?  1923  a  Commission  was  created  to  administer  the  Hydro 
and  provision  was  made  for  the  election  of  members  to  the  Commission. 

The  new  Township  began  to  develop  during  the  era  of  prosperity  in  the 
late  1920’So  Many  land  subdivisions  became  widely  separated  communities 
in  various  parts  of  the  municipality.  To  give  each  community  the 
services  required,  without  burdening  the  Township  at  large,  was  some¬ 
times  well  nigh  impossible ,  but  remembering  the  initial  reasons  for 
secession  from  York  Township,  the  Council  overcame  much  of  this  diffi¬ 
culty  by  creating  areas  and  levying  the  cost  of  purely  local  services 
upon  the  areas  concerned. 

With  the  continued  growth  of  suburban  development ,  it  became  necessary 
to  enlarge  and  combine  certain  areas  and  types  of  municipal  operation. 

New  legislation  was  essential  from  time  to  time  since  the  Municipal 
Act  did  not  provide  for  urban  development  in  a  Township. 

In  I92B  the  first  Township  School  area  in  Ontario  was  formed.  It  was 
composed  of  School  Section  3  ?  4  and  5  ?  being  York  Mills ,  Willowdale  and 
Newtonbrooko  The  Councils  of  that  day  believed  that  the  old  system 
of  rural  school  boards  was  not  suitable  for  areas  which  were  no  longer 
rural  in  character.  In  the  same  year  a  High  School  District  was  formed 
and  plans  were  made  for  the  construction  of  Earl  Haig  High  School,  the 
Township ^s  first  Secondary  School.  It  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
$190,000.00  with  construction  commencing  in  1929 » 

Trustees  elected  to  the  first  School  Area  Board  included  G.  R.  Goulding, 
R.  Eo  Bales,  P.  J.  Vigrass ,  W.  Cox  and  F.  E.  Odium.  Those  appointed 
to  the  first  High  School  Board  were;  0.  D.  Bales,  W.  C.  Spracklin, 

R.  H«  MacDonald,  J.  V.  Batchelor,  G.  R.  Goulding  and  J.  Cruickshanks . 
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An  epochal  event  in  1929  was  the  opening  of  the  four-lane , high-level 
Hoggs  Hollow  bridge  over  the  West  Branch  of  the  Don  River.  The  new 
highway  and  bridge,  built  by  the  Province  of  Ontario,  was  listed  as 
Highway  llA  and  provided  access  to  Yonge  Boulevard  and  Avenue  Road 
in  the  Armour  Heights  area.  It  relieved  traffic  congestion  on  Yonge 
Street  which  was  a  two-lane  highway  through  Hoggs  Hollow  at  that  time. 

The  construction  of  Highway  401,  across  the  Township  (completed  in 
several  stages  -  Yonge  Street  to  Weston  Road  in  1952;  Yonge  Street  to 
Bayview  Avenue  in  1955;  and  Bayview  easterly  in  1956)  and  the  erection 
of  a  second  four-lane  bridge  immediately  north  of  the  original  structure 
(opened  in  I96I)  provided  immediate  relief  for  traffic  movement  in  a 
rapidly  developing  municipality.  Construction  began  in  I963  on  a  multi¬ 
million  dollar  project  to  provide  for  twelve  lanes  of  through  and 
service  road  traffic  across  the  municipality.  Highway  4OI  was  subse¬ 
quently  re-named  the  Macdonald-Cartier  Freeway  in  1965. 

The  section  of  the  Macdonald-Cartier  Freeway  between  Highway  400  and 
Avenue  Road  was  opened  in  late  I966  and  through  196?,  construction 
proceeded  on  the  section  from  Highway  4OO  and  the  western  boundary 
of  the  Borough,  and  from  Avenue  Road  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
Borough.  It  is  expected  that  most  of  the  work  on  these  two  sections 
will  be  completed  during  I96S. 

The  opening  of  the  Toronto-Barrie  Highway  in  December,  1951,  later  known 
as  Highway  4OO,  west  of  Jane  Street,  as  a  four-lane  route  to  the  north 
was  another  factor  in  the  relief  of  traffic  congestion  on  one  of  the 
Province's  earliest  thoroughfares. 

Under  By-law  No. 976,  passed  by  Council  on  April  11,  1930,  the  Corporation 
vias  empowered  to  raise  $240,000.00  by  debentures  to  meet  the  cost  of  the 
high-level  bridge  over  the  Don  Ravine  from  the  north  end  of  McLaren 
Avenue  to  Bayview  Street.  Construction  of  the  bridge  began  in  1929 
under  Construction  By-law  No. 714  dated  January  21,  1929.  Bayview 
Heights  Limited,  a  company  interested  in  developing  that  portion  of 
North  York,  north  of  the  Don  River  Ravine,  provided  $40,000.00  towards 
the  cost  of  the  bridge.  Owners  of  the  land  adjacent  to  the  bridge 
were  charged  a  special  levy  to  meet  the  balance  of  the  cost  over  fifteen 
years.  The  assessment  of  the  area  was  set  at  $10,256,366.51.  The 
estimated  lifetime  of  the  bridge  was  fifty  years.  At  the  time  of 
construction  North  York^s  total  existing  debenture  debt  was  $939,619.70. 

In  1959  construction  began  on  a  three-lane,  high-level  bridge  over  the 
Don  River  immediately  to  the  east  of  the  original  structure  to  obviate 
the  traffic  congestion  on  Bayview  Avenue,  The  $600,000.00  bridge 
ordered  by  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Council,  was  opened  to  traffic  in 
1961.  Since  the  former  two-lane  bridge  construction  in  1929  did 
not  meet  the  traffic  requirements  of  the  ^60’s,  Metro  ordered  a  three- 
lane  replacement  for  southbound  traffic  at  a  cost  of  $525,000.00.  This 
was  opened  to  traffic  in  I962.  On  June  17,  1963  the  $1,500,000.00 
high-level  bridge  on  Sheppard  Avenue  West  over  the  V/est  Branch  of  the 
Don  River  was  opened. 
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I  During  the  depression  of  the  ’'30 '^s,  development  stopped  and  the 

municipality  was  forced  to  take  over  a  large  number  of  properties  for 
arrears  of  taxes « 

In  1931“32  Yonge  Street  was  developed  into  a  four-lane  arterial  roadway 
with  a  single  line  of  street  car  tracks  dividing  the  north  and  south 
lanes o  The  dark  green  radial  cars  had  been  removed  from  service  and 
a  bright  red,  much  shorter  double^end  trolley  replaced  them.  This 
service  was  operated  by  the  TcT.C. ,  on  a  much  improved  schedule. 

In  1934s  the  first  Weed  Inspector  was  introduced.  This  has  since 
developed  into  an  important  post,  as  proved  when  no  appointment  was 
made  in  1942,  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  sent  a  communication 
requesting  that  such  an  appointment  be  made.  The  Weed  Inspector  is 
responsible  for  the  eradication  of  noxious  weeds  in  the  Borough, 
operating  within  the  confines  of  the  Weed  Control  Act  of  Ontario, 
Throughout  the  weed  cutting  period,  additional  staff  is  employed  to 
meet  the  seasonal  requirements. 

In  1935  on  February  1st,  North  York  was  made  subject  to  Part  III  of 
the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  Act  because  the  municipality  had 
defaulted  on  the  debenture  principal  and  interest  payment  to  the  bond 
holders.  The  Township  was  removed  from  supervision  on  July  25,  1941, 
at  which  time  the  full  contractual  obligation  to  the  debenture  holders 
was  met  by  the  municipality. 

During  World  War  II ,  many  new  residents ,  who  were  employed  in  war 
plants,  came  to  live  in  North  York.  Following  the  War  the  serious 
shortage  of  homes  created  a  building  development  unparalleled  in 
Canada. 

From  a  population  of  6,303  in  1923  the  population  has  steadily  increased 
by  more  than  a  city  annually  since  1949  (see  Appendix  ”A’M  «  North 
York  is  presently  the  second  largest  municipality  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  being  exceeded  only  by  the  City  of  Toronto.  In  assessment 
it  is  in  second  place  to  Toronto  among  Ontario  municipalities  (see 
•  Appendix  ”A”  for  assessment  growth  and  debenture  debt j . 

In  1946  Deputy-Reeve  W.  I.  Hearst  proposed  to  Council  that  a  Planning 
Board  be  appointed  in  an  attempt  to  control  the  subdivision  of  farm 
land  and  to  provide  safeguards  for  those  purchasing  homes  in  the 
municipality.  Dr.  George  B.  Langford,  who  was  the  first  Deputy 
Minister  of  Planning  and  Development,  and  a  resident  of  the  Township, 
was  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board.  Other  members  were 
R.  E.  Bales  and  D.  M.  Springer  with  N.  G.  S.  Ingram  as  the  Council 
representative.  Board  members  and  a  small  staff  worked  unceasingly 
to  provide  an  Official  Plan  for  the  Township. 
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With  the  aid  of  Dr«  Eo  Go  Faludi j  Planning  Consultant j  a  zoning  by-law 
was  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Ontario  Municipal  Board  and  passed 
by  Council  in  June,  1952 »  North  York  was  one  of  the  few  municipalities 
to  have  such  comprehensive  legislation,  controlling  the  use  of  residential 
commercial  and  industrial  lands o  An  important  feature  was  the  protection 
of  the  Don  and  Humber  Valley  lands  for  green  belt  areas o 

Also  in  1952  Council  appointed  members  for  Civil  Defence  and  women  as 
School  Guards  to  assist  children  crossing  the  street o  As  of  1957 
school  crossing  guards  were  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Metropolitan  Toronto  Police  Department  0 

The  tremendous  expansion  of  residential,  commercial  and  industrial 
development  continually  taking  place  is  almost  beyond  imagination » 

It  has  brought  with  it  the  ramifications  of  the  operation  of  a  large 
cityo  An  outstanding  example  of  what  is  taking  place  in  the  Borough 
is  the  development  of  Don  Mills,  the  first  community  development  project 
in  Canada  planned  to  include  industry,  shopping,  housing  and  full 
facilities  for  community  activities o  Covering  nearly  3 ?000  acres  of 
rolling  wooded  land,  the  heart  of  the  community  lies  adjacent  to  Don 
Mills  Road  and  Lawrence  Avenue  Easto  The  overall  plan  of  this  develop¬ 
ment  includes  homes  and  apartment  suites  ranging  from  the  modest  to 
the  luxurious . 

A  second  project  is  the  Flemingdon  Park  Development,  a  $100 ,000 ,000  c 00 
complex  which  is  self-contained  on  an  125  acre  site  south  of  Eglinton 
Avenue,  east  of  Don  Mills  Road  which  includes  industry,  shopping,  housing 
and  high  rise  apartment  buildings. 

DON  MILLS 

Don  Mills,  until  1954  5)  definitely  a  farm  area.  In  1793  Governor 
Simcoe  advertised  free  lots  to  new  settlers c  These  usually  contained 
200  acres  and  there  were  five  to  a  concessiono  To  qualify  for  a  land 
grant  a  man  had  to  prove  that  he  was  a  professing  Christian,  capable 
of  manual  labor,  and  a  law  abiding  citizen  of  the  country  in  which  he 
last  residedo 


Before  obtaining  the  final  deed  to  the  land,  the  settler  had  to  promise 
that  certain  duties  would  be  carried  out  over  the  first  few  specified 
years  of  ownership.  These  included  clearing  the  land,  making  it  fit 
for  cultivation,  fencing  ten  acres,  and  building  a  house  at  least  16 
X  20  feet  of  logs  or  frame  with  a  shingle  roof,  and  cutting  down  all 
timber  in  front  of  the  whole  width  of  the  lot ,  33  feet  of  which  were 
to  be  cleared  smooth  and  left  for  half  of  the  public  road. 

In  1799  York  Township  Council  passed  a  resolution  that  all  fences  were 
to  be  5i  feet  high  and  that  no  hogs  above  three  months  old  were  to 
run  at  large . 
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^  Before  1910  in  the  area  east  of  Yonge  Street  there  were  many  complaints 
about  granting  large  areas  to  absentee  owners c  It  retarded  settlement 
in  that  areac 

In  the  early  years  the  outstanding  man  was  Alexander  Milne ,  born  in 
Forfarshire,  Scotland  in  1777?  who  immigrated  to  the  U<,So  in  1^01, 
and  came  to  Canada  in  1^17e  He  established  himself  on  500  acres  of 
land  in  Don  Mills  covering  the  area  west  of  Leslie  and  Lawrence  and 
over  to  the  Don  Rivero  His  original  home,  built  over  100  years  ago 
during  the  days  of  his  prosperity,  still  stands  in  the  Edwards  Gardens 
even  though  it  has  been  remodelled  and  enlarged »  Beside  it  is  the  old 
well  and  the  original  barn,  renovated  to  accommodate  the  Hideaway,  a 
complete  snack  bar  and  conveniences c 

In  ISOO  Alexander  Milne  married  Jane  Gibson,  also  of  Forfarshire  and  a 
relation  of  David  Gibson  of  Willowdaleo  She  died  in  1S35  leaving 
seven  children o  MroMilne  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  MrSo 
Ann  Rirko 

William  Milne,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  ISOI ,  and  always 
assisted  his  father  with  his  business o  He  married  Jane  Weatherstone , 
a  native  of  Berwick-on-Tweed ,  and  they  had  five  sons  and  four  daughters o 
Alexander  W<,  Milne,  William^s  eldest  son,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  1S37«  After  going  into  his  father’s  business,  he  continued  it  after 
his  father’s  death  in  iSSlc 

In  lS27j  Mro  Milne  erected  a  three-storey  mill  on  a  tributary  of  the 
west  branch  of  the  Don  River,  or  Milne’s  Greek  which  flows  through  the 
Edwards  Gardens.,  The  two  lower  floors  were  used  for  carding  and 
pulling  wool,  and  the  upper  storey  was  used  as  a  saw  millo  After 
operating  for  five  years  he  realized  there  was  an  insufficient  supply 
of  water  to  turn  the  paddle  wheel,  and  in  1^32  he  was  forced  to  move 
to  a  new  location  on  the  east  Don  River  where  Lawrence  Avenue  East 
now  crosses  the  Done 

This  second  woollen  mill  was  a  long  rambling  single  storey  building, 
with  a  saw  mill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Don  Rivero  In  1^77 
Alexander  Milne  died  and  the  following  year  misfortune  again  hit  the 
family o  During  the  great  flood  of  187^  the  saw  mill,  the  logs  in  the 

mill  pond  and  the  woollen  mill  were  swept  awayc 

A  third  mill  was  erected  on  the  old  site  by  Alexander  Wo  Milne »  It 
was  a  massively  built  structure,  80  feet  long,  50  feet  wide  and  40  feet 
high,  three  full  storeys  and  a  basement  with  casements  well  above  the 
ground o  This  mill  site  in  the  east  Don  Valley  became  known  as  Milne’s 

Hollow  and  developed  into  a  very  picturesque  setting.  By  I85O  there 
were  a  considerable  number  of  buildings  including  a  terrace  of  cottages, 
a  store  and  a  shed  where  buggies,  carriages,  sleighs,  hay<»racks ,  wagons 
and  wooden  cisterns  were  manufactured.  Here,  droves  of  sheep  were 
washed  in  the  Don  before  shearing,  and  wool  was  seen  drying  on  the 
tender  boards  near  the  drying  shed  across  the  road  from  the  mill. 
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B  .yswaabiH ’arid  adBbcxnmooDa  od  bad'svdn9'i  ,  msd^  Xsaisx*!©- arid  bne  XJ 

<  .BaansxnevAOD  bns  'iBd.  jlOBna  sdaXqa 

^  ■'  -q  ;.  f4 


^  4 


E  X)rtB'  a^xria‘lBlTLoT[  lo  obXe  ^noadxO  ansb  bsi-TiEm  anXxM-TabnBxal A  pOfitX 
.  ^nivfiaX  ^C^X  ciX  baXb  ori8  .alsbvfoXXiW  Yo  noBdXO.  brvad  'Xo  noXdsJ 
'*  .atM  aixXed  dlXw  bnooaa  aid  « bdi'X'XEm  nXE^s  snlXM^-iM  .ng'ibIXrfo 

'01  *  ,  .  .  , ■  ■  ^  Afu  I  '  1  '  *  ^  *3{*iXjI  C 

jy*:wXE  bnE  ,  XORX.  rti  .bnEldboC  nX  mod^  86w  » aoa  de®bXd’  arid, ,  anXXM  raaiXJ 
srtod 8*1  arid saW  anab  baX'i'iBrn  oH,  .aBsnXaud  axri  ridlvf  *x9rfdBY  aXri  badaxi 
uoX  bns  anoa  avxY  bsri  yarfd  bnE  y  baaVT^no—riolvnafl  Y.o  avXdBf 
DBddaaiaori  bXo  arid  no  niod  asw  ifioa  daabXa  a^oiEXIXiW  ^  anIXM  4W  i^bnBXt 
jdtB  di  batfiiidnoo  ari  .aeanXajJd  a^’isridBl  aXri  odnX  gnlos  ladlA 

^  ,XSdX  nX  rid, sab  e’^iaridsY  i 


arid  lo  ynBdbjdiid  a  no  XXim  xa^od8-89^rid' b  badoe'ia  anlXM^.iM 
arid  riajjoirij  evroXl  rioiriw  }{99*i0  a^anlXM  10  y'lavxH'  noa  arid  Yo  riptiBid  di 
bfiB  ;gnXb’iBO  10X  baan  aiaw  cnooll  nawoX  owd  ariT  •  snab'XBO^^eb'iBi 
TadlA  •XXxns  wsa  e  bb  baajj  aew  yanoda  T:9qq]J  arid  bne  » Xoow^  gnXX. 
tlsiquB  dnaioXlYuenx  ns  esw  a'lsrid  basilfiai  eri  anisay  avXl  ^ol.aaxd6^: 
.  ovoin  od  babiol  asw  ari  SC8X  nr  buB  yXaariw  aXbbaq  arid  mnd  od  iadsw 
dasSi  airnavA  aonawaJ  eTariw  Tevrii  noQ  desa  arid  no  noidBOoX  wan^  b 
y  .  ,  noQ  arid  eaaao'xo  ' 

"^.anibXiiJd  ya^ode  9l:yTiX8  ^nXXdoiB'x  ^  XXim  naXIoovr  bnoaaa  e 

VVSX  nl  i  -iavXii  noU  arid  lo  sbXa  adieoqqo  arid  no  XXXm  wEa  &  ri 
arid  dXri'niBSB  anndiolecm  'issy  aniwoIXol®  arid  bne  baXb 

^  f  L 

84^  ni  egol  9rfJ  .IXiiB  wse^  ariJ  Svlx  lo  boon  ^eois  sriJ  saXTtuB  v  .yXi, 

Jqawa  iXXra  nsXioow  »ri^  bns  bnoq  X 


il  .onXiM'  ,rf  lefaiisxgXA  ,4  atie-bio  arts  no  boJo^n#  esw  XXicB  bilri 
Jsel  04i  bne  9bXw  0?  .gnol  Joal  06  ,  siwj.oinrfe  Jliab  viavieeea^e 

arid  avoda  Haw  ednafra«sr/  ridXw  dnameaad  b  bns  sy^odB  IXnl  aairid  ,ri 
a^anXtM  as  4twon?t  aiUBoad  noiX  dafi©  arid  nX  adXa  XXxm  exriT  •bnu 

aiarid  yfi  .snXddaa  anpaanudoxq  y*tav  a  odnx  baaoXavab  bns  woX 

aaasddoD  "lo  aosnaJ  B'^B^'^xhi/Xonx  s^nibliud  Id'^nad^wJii -aldamsbXanoo  £  e 
BiiOMcw  ,  2>/r.Bn -ybri  yCrigLi^Is  yRa^BX'X'xao  j'BaXjjSi^d  aiariW  baMa  s^bns  a*iad 
'  aqav  quarts  lo  a.ftvonb  ,a*ieH^  .bemdoalwnam  anaw  ^an'iadslo  neboow 
arid  no  '^nxyib  ria'ae  eaw  loow  btt&  ,  ;§iTinBaite  a'tqlw  riolj  arid  nXiban 
^  ,  aXXa  arid  mail  beo-i  arid  eeorroB  bdri8'^;gniyyb  arid  tfiarx  abnsod  'tat 
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The  woollen  mill  which  manufactured  rolls  5  yarns,  cloths,  flannels 
%  and  blankets,  closed  in  the  early  1900'^s  during  the  proprietorship  of 
Charles  Milne ,  and  in  1946  was  finally  demolished  for  the  bricks 
'  which  it  contained o 

Don  Mills  also  played  its  part  during  the  Revolution  of  1S37«  Peter 
Mathews,  one  of  the  rebel  leaders,  had  been  sent,  with  about  200  men, 
to  keep  the  guard  at  the  Don  Bridge  busy  and  occupied o  When  word 

came  that  the  main  body  of  the  insurgents  had  been  beaten  at  Gallows 
Hill,  Mathews  and  his  party,  after  marching  east  about  four  miles  along 
the  Kingston  Road,  scattered  in  order  to  work  their  way  back  to  Yonge 
Street  o 

Mathews  found  shelter  at  John  Milners  house.  A  neighbor  named  Johnston, 
seeing  strangers  at  the  Milners  gathered  a  crowd  of  Tory  friends  and 
brought  Mathews  out  of  the  house.  They  took  him  to  Toronto  on  December 
14th  and  received  the  reward  offered  for  his  capture  as  one  of  the  ring 
leaders  of  the  rebellion.  Mathews  was  found  guilty  and  executed 
with  Samuel  Lount  on  April  12,  lS3^. 

Roads  were  very  scarce  in  this  area.  In  IS50  a  plank  road  led  from 
Toronto  to  Don  Mills  and  after  building  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  in 
IS56,  the  Don  and  the  Danforth  Road  was  built. 

Don  Mills  had  two  other  mills  besides  the  Milne  Mills.  By  1^52 
Hunter^ s  saw  mill  was  north  of  York  Mills  Road,  west  of  the  Don  between 
Leslie  and  Woodbine,  and  Gray^s  grist  and  saw  mill  was  south  of  York 
Mills  Road  off  Don  Mills  Road  west  of  Woodbine. 

Education  was  also  present  in  1^53  ?  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Don 
Mills  Road  and  Lawrence,  a  school  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  $S4oOO. 

Henry  Duncan,  a  hard  working  conservative,  was  the  outstanding  figure 
in  Don  Mills  and  York  Township  during  the  latter  part  of  the  19th 
century.  He  entered  the  Council  in  IS70 ,  and  served  as  Reeve  from 
1S79“1^^6,  a  period  in  which  suburban  communities  left  York  Township 
and  became  incorporated  villages,  and  again  in  1S9^”1902,  when  the 
Townships s  financial  position  was  his  great  concern. 

Henry,  the  son  of  William  Duncan,  was  born  in  1^33  on  his  father^s 
farm  in  West  York.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Betsy  J.  McGinn  in  1^61 
and  received  from  his  father  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  East  York. 
Seven  years  later  he  built  a  house  on  the  Don  Mills  Road  from  brick 
made  on  the  farm.  York  Township  East  was  his  special  care ,  but  few 
members  of  York  Township  Council  had  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
Township  as  a  whole.  He  arbitrated  disputes  as  to  bridges,  line 
fences,  sales,  neighborhood  and  family  undertakings,  matters  of 
inheritance  etc.  He  also  conveyed  to  the  Township  of  York  the  right 
of  way  through  his  farm  to  extend  the  Don  Independent  Road  to  the  York 
Mills  Road. 
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'  *VC8X  no i:fxjXov9H^  9rfcr  anX-tub  Xiaq  b9y«Xq  osIb  sIxiH  f 
.nem  OOS  jucds  dcrXwi^^ in^a  nded  fosri  xfiiab^^aX  XeaeT  9dd  ^zm^tiXs 

^  blow  ngrfV  ^beiqaooo  *^bnfi  yewd  aabX^Q  noQ  ’arid  de  b^xaija  «dd 
bwoIIbO  dB^edead  naadibsri  adnaa'ii/Bfii  arid  lo  ybod  niafn  arid  dandv^ 
anolB  ceXiifl  ‘^0'1  di/qdB  dasa  anirtoiBca  ledla  .ydtBq  aid  bna  cwririxaM  ^XJ 
eanoT  od  Aosd  yaw  niarid  xinow  od  nab'io  nX  ^e^ed^soe  ^bsoH  nodsa^i/i  i 
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5denriob  baman  'lOdriaXen  A  .acuori  a’anXXM  nriol#  dB  T[adX9riai-bnxrol  awaric 
J>nB  sbnaX'x'i  y^oT  I0  bwoto  s  barraridsa  e^anXXM  arid  dB  STaanatda  ani^ 
sdii^oaQ  no  odno'XoT  od  add  jiood  yarfT  ,a8jjoriaarid  lo  duo^  awaridsM  ;nau( 
anin-arid  lo  sno  as  anudqBO  aid  nol  banaXlo  biBwe-i  arid'  bavXsDe'x  bns  Ai 
bedjcrodxa>'bnB  ydXXua  brtx/o'X  8bw  awaridsM  •noXXXada'i  arid  lo  snabi 

\  .  .8C8X  ,SI,XXnqA  no  dm/oJ  XaumaS  ri.. 


■:  '  6  '  ■■  - 

flionl  beX  baoi  x/ralq  b  O^BX  nl  .bbib  eXrid  nX  eoisoe  y-iav  anavr  ab 


nX  ybwIXbSI  ^nirrT  brtBTO  arid  gnXbXXud  ?[9^b  bna  cXIXK  noO  od  odno; 
,  ,  \dXXiJd  3flW  bBofl  rid^olfXBd  arid  brra  noCT  arid 


SfSI  x8  ’.alliM  snXlM  9ii^  eebiesd  aXIim  Tsriso  owj  bad  sXXtM  , 
[i«»«w.l9d  «oa  srfJiilo  Jeew.bfiofl  eCXiH  JlioY  lo  diion  aew  IlXm  waa  e't&d. 
“inoT  lo  dJUOB  asif  IXim  wbb'  brte  JBX13  e’xsiO  bnc  .anidbooW  bnp.eiX 
-  ,  -  .anxdbooW  lo  Jeaw  bsoH  ieXXlM  noQ  llo  bsoST-ai 

nod  lo  Tsmoo  deBa-ridion  arid  no  ^  ni  dnocsnq  ocXs  esw  noXdBb 
.00,4S8^ylo  deoo  arid  de  badoaTta  eevf  looride  b  ^dorrsTKei  bn&  bsofl  eX 

L  ’  '  .-T  1.  I  4.B  t.m 


annsX'i  anibnedadno  arid  saw  ,  avidfiviaenoo  gnXrirtow  bnari  b  X;i 

rid^Z  arid  lo  d'^Bq  TaddsI  arid  gnJtv/b  qXrianwoT  jCnoX  bcfB  ellXM  noQ 
aio'il  avaari  8b  baviaa  buB  ^OV^X  nX  XXofUJoO  arid^  ba*%9dna  ©H  .y*md 
qirienv/oX  >t*xoYb>dlaX  aaX  jxnijiuflioo  nBdinidua  rioXriw  rii  boXnaq  b  *088!-^ 
arid  neriw  ,s6^X-feC^8i  ni  nidas  bns  .eaaBlXXv  bedB'ioq'ioani 

moo.ioo  deata  aXri  bbw" noldXaoq  iBionsaXl  a'qXrian 

*■ 


'lA 


•  sWaiidfil.cXri  no  CC8X  nX  n-iori  asw  faEOiurO  obXXXXW  lo  noe  sjrid  ,y-j 
X68X  ni  nnXOoM  yadafl  eexM  od  bai*?i0W  CBur  aH  ^X'loY  deaW  nX  n 
.ai'ioY  dC63  nX  eanoB  ba'ibnnri  owd  Iq  trial  &  ‘laridBl  ax4  tnonl  bavXsoa'x 
jioXnd  inontl  bBo«  eXfxK  noG  ©rid  no  ©•'nori^i'  dXtifcf  ©ri  ncadBl  aneay  ns 
W3l  dnd  j  a-iBo  iBioaqa  eXri  bbw  daeS  qXrfanttoT  diTpy  .ffitBl  arid  no  s 
©rid  lo  £vBbaXwony  adB«i.Jni  ytoni  a  bBri  Xiom/oD  qXriaiWoT  aftoY  lo  s'lec! 
enXr.-ceesbiid  od  aa  !j.©dxj;qaXb  badsrtdXri’XB  „©Xoriw  s  efi  q'Xriaf 

lo  enaddsMn  ^  yl  imsl  bn&  boori'XcririiJX e»n  ,a©XB^  ,ci©c 

dria.ti  erid  lo  qinsir/^oT  arid  od  b^vy^vnoo  oaXt  ©He^^^oda  aonadiis 

*  Kcantt  •♦nahrftt/T«K«T/' nrnG  orijr  bnadxft  od  rial  airT  risudOyriJ  ybv 
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The  Donland  farm  comprised  the  land  from  the  present  hydro  line  on  the 
^  east  of  Don  Mills  Road  to  just  south  of  Lawrence ^east  to  Woodbine  and 
west  of  Don  Mills  Road  where  International  Business  Machines  and  other 
industry  is  located  todayo  It  was  obtained  as  Crown  land  in  1^50  and 
opened  for  settlement  by  Taylor  Brothers  in  IB5I0  On  Don  Mills  Road 

at  the  crossing  of  the  CcP.Ro  lines,  are  to  be  seen  the  barns  of  the 
farm  and  the  red  brick  dwelling,  the  original  George  Taylor  house  of 
Donlands  farm.,  A  pine  belt  originally  adjoined  the  farm  and  when  it 
was  first  cleared,  they  cut  down  a  white  pine  which  yielded  5j000 
board  feet  of  lumber  and  the  tree  was  hollow  12  feet  from  the  ground. 

Mr.  Wo  Fo  (Billy)  MacLean  took  over  part  of  Donlands  in  1904  and 
gradually  extended  his  holdings  to  900  acres  including  the  Milne 
property  and  in  1922  R.  J.  Fleming  took  over  the  farmo 

Don  Mills  remained  a  farmland  until  1954  when  the  **Don  Mills  Development" 
complex  was  initiated o 

Yorkdale  Shopping  Centre ,  located  at  the  Macdonald^Cartier  Freeway 
and  Dufferin  Street  is  one  of  the  largest  shopping  complexes  of  its 
kind,  if  not  the  largest  in  Canada.  Completed  on  February  26,  1964 
it  is  comprised  of*  92  stores  situated  on  SO  acres  of  land  and  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  $40 ,000 ,000.00. 

Nearly  ninety“five  per  cent  of  the  people  residing  in  the  Borough  moved 
to  North  York  since  the  end  of  World  War  11,  the  majority  since  1951 » 
Their  homes  are  built  on  what  was  formerly  farm  lands  and  they  are 
pioneers  in  urban  development.  It  is  evident  that  the  newcomers  are 
more  than  willing  to  support  the  old-timers  in  maintaining  high  standards 
of  living.  Many  local  improvements  are  obtained  by  petitions  of  the 
ratepayers  who  indicate  whether  or  not  they  are  willing  to  be  taxed 
for  such  improvements.  In  democratic  fashion  the  majority  rules.  Such 
expenses  are  not  included  on  the  tax  bills  unless  the  majority  of  the 
residents  who  will  benefit  by  the  improvements  have  signified  their 
agreement  in  writing.  Where  it  is  necessary  for  services  to  be 
installed  to  complete  a  "pattern"  installation.  Council  has  the  authority 
to  pass  a  Declaratory  By-law  and  charge  the  cost  against  properties 
abutting  the  work. 


i^ricT  no  0aJ:I  oib^ii  •j/rses’xq  ori-t  ihotlI  ba6l  aric?  bocjt'iqmoD  ftnal^bnaXitoCl  ■©; 
bns  an.tdbooW  ocr  a-^na'twsJ  lo  rf^uoe  iaul  od^beofl  «II^  irou  'lO;  d8 

•larido  bns  eaaniGi:^  lanoi^finid^fnl  j  oTiadw -baoH  elXiM  noO  *^0  da 

brtii  O^Sl  fli  brtsi  nwcrrD  aa  banladdo  asw  dl  .xsbod  badezxdX  ai ‘Y^^aiJb, 
bcoH  8t£iM  noG  nO  at  a'larUo'iS  ^oIvBT  vd  dnamalddse  -lol^banai 

arid  1li>  sa'iad  add  naaa  ad  od  ate  ,B9nXX  «in*X5«0  arid  lo  ^jaiaaoto  arid 
lo  aexroii  i<*X;c»T  a^tooO  Xeniaito  orid  -j^niiiXawfa  ^oitd^  bat  arid  bfie  mt 
di:  d^w  bajs.  afial,  arid^banio'^ba  xIXsaisito.dIbd  eniq  A  ♦mtel  abnelff 
000/$  bsbiatx  rioirin  oniq  ajXriw  s  nwob  dwo  yarid  ^betsalo  datil  e 
^bixi/otg  arid  motl  daal  SX  woXXori  asw  eotd  arid  bna  tadmuX  lo'^daa'l  bta 

bne  40^1  ni.- a  bn  aXnoQ  lo  dteq  tavo  )Jooj  naaXoaM  fyXliS? 
anXlM  arid,  ^^hibvloat  eatos  CXJ^*  od  agniblori  airi  babnadxa  yllfioba 

*  -A  0  ^  .A.  _ _  T  4^  r  ■»  M  M  «• 


.final  arid  tavo  :)iood  a^^XraeXl  SS^X  nX  bns  ydtaqo 
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efliqoXavaG ‘efiXM  noQ"  arid  noriw  4$9X  Itdiw  bnaJtoitfil  e_  bantamat  aXlXM  n 

.badsidXnx  aaw  x.aXqai 
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yawsat^  taldtaO-blsnoboaM  arid  da  badaooX  ,atdnoO  gniqqori^  a^b:<t 
2dl  lo  eaxaXqiBOO  ^nXqqoria  dae^taX  arid  lo  ano  eX  daetdS  nltalVuQ  0 
r  4d^X  tdS  ytemda'i^rro  badeXqmoO  .abansO-nl  dea^tel  arid  don  IX '.bn 
Xxnd  eaw  bna  bnaX  lo  aatos  OS  no  badsndie  eatoda  >9  'Xo  baaitqmoo  'ai  ‘ 

,,  v  .  ..00.000/000, 04*  lo  daoo  a 


avcra  rfjdotofi  arid  at  s^tbiaat  aXqoaq  arid^ lo  dnao  taq  avll-ydanXn  yXta 
.X$9X  aonXa  yditot.em  arid  ^11  teW  bXtoW  lo  bna  arid  aonla  ritpY  rfttoH 
eta  yarid  bns  abnaX'  nnal  yXtamtol  aaw  dsriw  no  dXxL'd  eta  aomorf  tXa 
ats  atsfiioowan  arid  darid  Jaobtvs  b1  Jl  .dnsfliqoXavab  nadtii  i}4  ata^aciQ 
abnada  riaiil  sf^inladnxara  nx  atamXd-blo  arid  dtoqqi/a  bd  snlliXw  narid  at 
arid  lo  anoididsq  yd  baaiaddo  ata  ejnacnevotqml  XaooX  ynaM  .soXvlX 
baxad-  ad  od  s^iuXw  eta  yarid  don  to  tarideriw  adaotbnX  orfvr  etayaqad 
8  .esint  ydltotarn  arid  noXrical  didatoomab  nl,  .adnsmavotqmJt  rfotfa  i 
arid  lo  yditobsOT  arid  aaainu  aXXxd  xad  arid  no  babwXonx  don  ata  aaanaq 
tiarid  baXlxnaXa  avari  e tqamevotqiBi  arid  yd  dxlanad  XXiw^  oriw *^8 dn able 
*.  ad  od  eaoivtae  tol  ytaasaoan  al  dX  atarfW  ^^gnidXtw  nX  dft^aal 
toridya  arid  aari  iXonyoD  ,  rjoldBlXadent  **flt8ddBq"^s  adalqraoo  bd  beIXade 
eaXdtaqotq  deniaafi  daoo  arid’  eatario  bna  wai-yH  ytodataXoaQ  a  aaaq 
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As  North  York  grew  in  population  so  the  requirements  of  its  residents 
^  increased o  From  the  rural  school  section  red  brick  school  house 
form  of  education  the  municipality  passed  through  successive  stages 
by  the  formation  of  First j  Second  and  Third  Township  School  areas, 
each  including  a  number  of  rural  school  sections  to  finally  a  Board 
of  Education,  which  encompassed  the  entire  Township o  The  Board 
adopted  the  tri-=level  system  of  education  on  a  seven  to  two  vote  of 
the  Trustees  on  June  28^  1956» 

During  the  years  of  rapid  growth  it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep 
pace  with  the  demand  for  essential  services  such  as  watermains ,  storm 
and  sanitary  sewers,  roads,  sidewalks,  street  lighting  etCo  ,  but  with 
the  formation  of  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  form  of  government  in  1954 » 
North  York  was  relieved  of  some  of  the  major  capital  expenditures  and 
has  benefitted  immeasurably  by  an  increased  water  supply  to  60,000,000 
gallon  capacity  daily  as  well  as  by  the  installation  of  large  trunk 
sewers,  disposal  units  and  arterial  roads o 

Similarly,  the  staff  required  to  process  municipal  affairs,  was  increased 
so  that  an  addition  to  the  original  Municipal  Building  was  constructed 
in  194^  at  a  cost  of  $35jlOOoOOo  When  it  became  evident  that  the 
additional  premises  were  insufficient,  a  five-acre  site  was  purchased 
on  the  west  side  of  Yonge  Street,  approximately  one-half  mile  north  of 
Sheppard  Avenue  for  such  a  buildings 

Designed  by  Sproat  and  Rolph  on  Modern  Georgian  lines,  the  first  section 
of  the  Municipal  Building  was  constructed  by  Wo  Bo  Sullivan  Construction 
Limited  at  a  cost  of  $600, 000 o 00 o  It  was  ready  for  occupancy  on  March 
10,  19560  A  wing  was  constructed  in  195^  and  1959  by  the  Foundation 
Company  of  Canada  at  a  cost  of  $400,000o00o  A  second  wing  was  added 
by  the  Wilkinson  Company  in  1961  at  a  cost  of  $450, 000 » 00  which 
included  the  installation  of  an  air  conditioning  system  for  the  entire 
buildingo  A  ‘chird  addition  was  built  in  1965  by  Engineering  Associates 
to  accommodate  the  Data  Processing  Department  and  offices  for  the 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Control  0  The  expenditure  for  this  addition 
was  $170, 000 o 00 e  The  total  investment  in  the  Municipal  Building, 
including  equipment,  sewer  construction  and  accessories  etCo,  amounted 
to  $1,970,000  =  000  The  ^3  ,000  square  foot  shaped  structure  was 
financed  from  the  sale  of  Township  owned  lands  and  properties  with  the 
exception  of  a  debenture  issue  in  1961  of  $325 sOOOoOOo 

The  North  York  and  Weston  Family  Service  Centre  was  established  in  1956 
with  MrSo  lola  Brookbanks  as  President = 

In  the  same  year,  the  Edwards  Gardens,  originally  the  old  Milne  property 
in  Don  Mills ,  was  taken  over  by  the  Parks  Department  and  later  by 
Metropolitan  Toronto o  Fire  partially  destroyed  the  original  homestead 
in  November,  1962, 


■4' 


•..V’ 


••  *  * 


'rr 


esuod  I<^rfr.»  noWBOubs  Ib'Bnc 

lo'oriae  q.trt65w«>T,b-iWT  bns  bnoosB 

,0  “.rofoi;  o,/^..  -■,» 

"  A'SV  "  ■  “  ' 

r'  >.  q„;.  oi^BXdi^oqmi  /.okXB  eBW  di 

anode  ^eniaanedew  es  rtooe  e^awae  J^adltiea  bi 

f55ex''nll4’9^^l”oi»to^«^ri"odno«T"nLiI^^ 

..  .Xna^d  ea-XBl  Xo  noidblledeax^srfd  .  a.ew 

•  1  .  «  J  ■  •* 


fc' HfiVf  p'llBl'is  iBqioXfUM  acBOO'tq  OcT  be-tiupat  lls^a  drfct  eXX-tflXiflt 

rer.«d"a::o*rBif4bx!2a  eoSs  "b  im^ 

lo  ridion  9Xi«  b^oub  ’lo’i  eundvA  b-iaqqs 


tdoee  dann  »rtd  .  asniX, 

.00.000.B0d4l  10  deob  a  f  b|dl« 
D^sw  iio  X  „,^.4  _j  nao/  hnft  nl  bs joiTi^flnoo  "86W| gnXw  A  I  •vjc“X  f 

Sabbf^f  snxi  ^ncoofA  .00^^:oo:|%o  daoo  a  .^o 

”  liox'^w  00.000*0^4$  ‘^o  J80006  cfB  Xd9X  «X 

?o'i  Hoillt  bftt  dntmdiaqaaVdsAaoo^H  adaQ  arid^daboauaoo^ 
""1n?Mlua‘‘^fdin3M';Hnrdn^deB;arX^dbd^^ 

«Ki  kj±w  aaldisao'^q  bna  aboBl  banwo  qxriaowoT  lo  aXea  arid  ■«!  own 
arid  tidXw  jsfjno  Xoti  at  oaeei  a-iudnodab  a  lo  Midqo 

'm  ^ 


:« .1  i,.«iw.>.. ...  r.M.0  ;«t3!,s;t 


k 


aadeamoil  Xantsx’JO  arid  bsTfoddeos  tXXBXdiaq  1  _  „  aS^^ariaavoV 


.»• 


^v*'''*  '■  ^u,.  ’  ■■£**' 


1-v 


.  • 

■if 


■1 


.■i* 


*ft' 


1  ''’'r^  rWi 


’  '  ’  V 1  %;  M ..t  '  vV''-  '■•■ 


#r  !  •  'J 


»15- 


A  24“hour  daily  municipal  switchboard  service  became  a  reality  in 
1957 o  Parking  meters  placed  on  Yonge  Street  and  Avenue  Road  the  same 
year  took  in  over  $3j300o00  in  their  first  six  weeks  of  operationo 
The  money  accruing  from  the  meters  helps  to  provide  for  a  series  of 
municipally  operated  public  parking  lots ^  the  first  of  which  was 
established  on  Kingsdale  Avenue  near  Yonge  Street  in  the  Willowdale 
areao  Others  have  been  located  at  Avenue  Road  and  Woburn  Avenue  and 
Brooke  Avenue  west  of  Avenue  Road  and  on  the  west  side  of  Yonge  Street 
at  Betty  Ann  Drive « 

On  June  23  j  195^  the  Federal  Government  opened  a  new  Post  Office  in 
Willowdale  ^  on  the  Yonge  Street  frontage  of  the  old  Gibson  property 
just  north  of  Park  Home  Avenue  and  in  front  of  the  Gibson  House. 

David  Gibson  had  originally  suggested  the  name  of  Willowdale  for  the 
postal  area.  The  original  letter  from  the  Post  Office  Department, 
Quebec  5  dated  March  2S,  1S33  to  ’^David  Gibson,  Esquire,  Willow  Dale, 
near  York  Mills'^  designating  "Willow  Dale"  as  a  Post  Office  is  suitably 
framed  and  among  the  archives  at  the  Post  Office. 

The  first  suburban  branch  of  the  Children's  Aid  Society  of  Metropolitan 
Toronto  was  opened  in  1959  on  Yonge  Street  at  Hounslow  Avenue ,  adjacent 
to  York  Cottage,  the  original  home  of  Abraham  Johnson.  York  Cottage 
served  as  a  childrens  shelter  under  York  County  jurisdiction  from  1935 
until  1956. 

A  two=acre  site  on  Yonge  Street,  south  of  Highway  401,  was  donated  by 
the  Township  for  the  Rotary  School  for  Mentally  Retarded  Children.  The 
project  was  the  work  of  the  Rotary  Clubs  of  Armour  Heights,  Downsview, 
Eglinton ,  Forest  Hill  and  Willowdale.  The  building  cost  $103,000.00 
and  had  six  classrooms  and  a  large  multi-purpose  room  for  childrens'^ 
and  parents'^  activities.  Seventy  pupils  enrolled  when  it  opened  in 
November,  1959  with  Miss  Kimi  Takimoto ,  former  Vice-Principal  of  the 
Association’s  City  School  as  Principal. 

The  opening  of  the  Public  Library  in  July,  1959  was  a  further  addition 
to  the  North  York  Civic  Centre.  On  the  west  side  of  Yonge  Street, 
north  of  Burnett  Avenue  stands  the  Municipal  Building,  the  Memorial 
Community  Hall,  the  Memorial  Swimming  Pool,  the  Public  Library  and  the 
Post  Office,  the  Provincial  Judge’s  Court  (formerly  called  Magistrate’s 
Court),  the  Family  Service  Centre  and  the  Children’s  Aid  Society.  On 
the  east  side  of  Yonge  Street  are  the  Police  Station  and  the  Fire  Dept- 
ment  Headquarters  Station. 

NORTH  YORK  COUNCIL 

North  York’s  seventeen-man  Council  is  composed  of  the  Mayor,  a  four- 
member  Board  of  Control  and  twelve  Aldermen,  one  from  each  of  the  twelve 
Wards.  It  is  the  governing  body  of  the  municipal  corporation  and  upon 
it  rests  the  responsibility  for  carrying  out  the  duties  and  for  exer¬ 
cising  the  powers  of  the  Corporation. 
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Council  members  are  elected  for  a  three-year  term  of  office*  The 
Mayor  and  Controllers  are  elected  by  a  general  vote  of  all  the  electors 
in  the  municipality  while  the  Aldermen  are  elected  by  the  electors 
of  the  Ward  which  each  represents. 

The  Board  of  Control  is  really  an  executive  committee  of  the  Council. 

Its  duties  are  assigned  to  it  by  statute  and  include  among  others, 

the  preparation  of  the  annual  estimates,  the  calling  of  tenders  and 

awarding  contracts,  the  nominations  of  all  heads  and  subheads  of 
departments  and  other  permanent  employees,  and  the  suspension  or 
dismissal  of  department  heads.  The  Council  is  not  permitted  to 
appropriate  any  sum  not  provided  for  by  the  estimates,  as  certified 
by  the  Board  to  the  Council,  without  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Council, 
nor  may  it  vary  the  action  of  the  Board  with  respect  to  tenders  except 

by  a  like  vote.  The  Council  may  not  make  appointments  to  the  permanent 

staff  in  the  absence  of  a  nomination  from  the  Board  nor  reinstate  a 
department  head  dismissed  by  the  Board  except  on  a  two-thirds  vote. 

The  Council  may  assign  such  additional  duties  to  the  Board  as  it 
deems  expedient. 

When  meeting  by  themselves,  they  constitute  the  Board  of  Control,  but 
they  also  sit  with  the ■ Aldermen  as  part  of  the  Borough  Council. 

The  actions  of  Council  take  the  form  of  by-laws  or  resolutions.  The 
statutes  require  that  action  be  by  by-law  in  some  instances  and  by 
resolution  in  others.  Municipal  by-laws  must  comply  with  statutory 
requirements.  A  resolution  is  an  expression  of  the  decision  or  wishes 
of  the  Council  which  has  been  submitted  to  Council  in  the  form  of  a 
motion  and  which  has  been  adopted  by  a  majority  vote. 

Council's  main  activities  fall  into  two  groups,  legislative  and 
administrative.  The  legislative  activities  consist  of  passing  by-laws 
for  the  benefit  or  protection  of  the  people  of  the  municipality,  or  by 
by-laws  necessary  to  conduct  the  Corporation's  affairs.  The  administrative 
activities  include  the  carrying  out  of  the  responsibilities  and  duties 
of  the  Corporation  and  the  control  and  direction  of  the  operation  of 
public  services. 

Committees  of  Council,  comprised  of  three  Aldermen,  carry  on  specific 
duties  of  administration  and  submit  reports  to  Council  for  ratification 
and  the  passing  of  the  necessary  by-laws  and  resolutions. 

Council  meetings  are  generally  held  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of 
the  month  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Municipal  Building.  Certain 
Committees  meet  weekly,  others  on  a  bi-weekly  basis  or  at  the  call 
of  the  Chairman  and  are  held  in  the  Committee  rooms  on  the  second  floor. 
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.1^  •  >•  >  4  ..eaoXirraa  oXI< 

oilioaqe  no  y*nBo  nacoxabXA  ©©-irid  lo  beaX'iqmoo  ,Xiom/oO  lo  cftipdd’tSn 
loidaoilidB'i  tcol  XXonjjoO  od  ad'toqsn  dimdua  bna  noids'ideinim-oa  lo  esX; 

.?noXd'./XoQ©'i  bna  awal-yd  ynsaBsoan  ©rid  lo.  snXeaBq  ©ridl 

“  -  .  ‘'I 

lo  eyabnoM  b'tirid  bna  denll  ©rid  bXsri  yXXB'ten?-^  ©na  e^nldsain  Xxoni 
niadieO  XsnibXxx'n  X«qXoxmjM  ©rid  lo  ladwariO  Xiom;oO  ©rid  ni  ridnom  ^ 
Ilao  ©rid  dfi  no  siaad  yX^iaevr-xd  no  anorido  ,yl3f©dw  dsam  Baaddi/m 
tooXl  bnobee  ©rid  no  araooi  ©©JdxttsrooO  ©rid  ni  bXari  ©t:b  bne  nfifliiisriO  arid 
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fTHE  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  METROPOLITAN  TORONTO 
AND  AREA  MUNICIPAL  GOVERNMENTS 

'  This  section  deals  with  the  relationship  between  local  governments  in 
the  area  municipalities  located  within  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Area 
and  within  the  Metropolitan  Corporation  itself j  and  in  particular  the 
extent  to  which  powers  are  vested  in  the  Council  of  the  Municipality 
of  Metropolitan  Toronto o  It  also  sets  forth  in  general  terms  the 
powers  which  remain  vested  in  the  Councils  of  the  area  municipalities 
which  are  exercised  without  the  approval  of  the  Metropolitan  Corp- 
orationo 

In  the  year  1953  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  enacted 
the  Municipality  of  Metropolitan  Toronto  Act j  1953?  which  constituted 
*^the  inhabitants  of  the  Metropolitan  Area  as  a  body  corporate  under 
the  name  of  '^The  Municipality  of  Metropolitan  Toronto** o  By  this 

enactment  j  a  separate  corporate  entity  was  created  with  certain  powers 
under  which  it  could  function^  At  that  time  the  Metropolitan  Area 
consisted  of  thirteen  area  municipalities j  ioe^j  the  Townships  of  North 
York,  Etobicoke,  Scarborough,  York  and  East  York;  the  towns  of  Leaside , 
Mimico,  New  Toronto  and  Weston;  the  villages  of  Long  Branch,  Forest 
Hill  and  Swansea  and  the  City  of  Toronto o 

The  creation  of  Metropolitan  Toronto  did  not  divest  the  thirteen  area 
municipalities  of  all  the  powers  that  each  formerly  possessed o  What 

did  take  place  was  the  creation  of  a  new  municipality  composed  of  a 
federation  of  the  thirteen  area  municipalities,  each  of  which  continued 
to  function  with  somewhat  reduced  but  nevertheless  substantial  powers 
and  responsibilities  which  existed  before  the  federation  came  into 
beingo 

From  1953  until  the  year  1966  the  Metropolitan  Corporation  and  its 
constituent  area  municipalities  continued  to  function  in  much  the 
same  fashion  with  minor  changes  to  legislation  over  the  years o  One 
significant  change  was  in  the  year  1957  when  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
of  that  year  all  police  forces  were  amalgamated  into  one  body  known 
as  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Police  Force o 

In  the  year  1963  j  some  ten  years  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Metropolitan  Corporation,  the  government  of  Ontario  appointed  Ho  Carl 
Goldenberg,  OoBoEo,  QoCo,  as  a  Commissioner  designating  him  as  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Metropolitan  Toronto  **to  enquire  into  and  to 
report  upon  the  status  and  organization  of  the  Municipality  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Toronto  and  other  matters  related  thereto** o  After  public 
hearings  and  the  submission  of  briefs,  the  report  of  the  Commission 
was  published  under  date  of  June  10,  1965 o 

A  number  of  important  and  far  reaching  recommendations  were  embodied 
in  the  Commission'^ s  report  dealing  with  the  future  of  Metropolitan 
Toronto  but  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  these  are  not  dealth  with  hereo 
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nl  e/n.SSnevo’^  XsooX  rroew^sd  qirisnoidfiXd'i  dd.fcw  sXfisb  nqxd^^s  a 
sa'iA  odflpntoT  nfidiioqo^deM  arid  nXridiw  badaooX  a9XdiX6qipXm;M 
add  'TfiXuoid'ifiq  nl  fans  j'iXsedl  ^olcfB^oq'IC3p_  nfidlXoqoidaM  arid  niddxw ; 
TdlXBqiblm/M  arid  lo  Xlom/oD  arid  nl  baJeav  s-ib  anawoq  riolnw  od -dne 


arid  amad  Xs-idnaa  nl  ridnol  adae  oaXfi  diw  ,odnonoT  nfidxXoapideM 
eaidlXBqiolnjjffl  b ana  arid  lo  eXlom/oO  v ^rid  nl  badesv  nlBrnan  rioxriw 

-q'xoO  nBdlXoqotdaM  arid  lo  XBVOiqqB  arid  dnoridlw  baalonaxa  aiB  rio 
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badofine  oi-xBdnO  lo  aonlvonl  arid  lo  aTJjdBXBlaaJ  arid  't&^X 

badifdldanoo  riolriw  £^91  ,  doA  odnonoT  riB^itLoqo^i^ 

lebmi  adB^oqnoo  eanA  nediXoqo'tdaM  arid  lo  ednBdxaBrinl  8 

•*  -  elrid  vH  “  ."odnonoT  nBdlXoqo'idaM  lo  amwi^ 

aTcewoo  nlBd'xao  rfdlw  badBansr  asw  ^dldna  ^dBioq-xoo  adBiBqaa  - b  ^  dnaad^ 
BanA  nfidlXoqo'idaM  arid  ai^d -derid  dA  .noidonul  blnoo  dl  rioirivr 
ridioVl  lo  aqiri^nwoT  arid  ,-9*1  , eei^iJ^6q*tolnnm  sanB  naedixrfd.lo  badexE 
.ablaseJ  lo  enwod  axid  jrinoY  dasS  fans  trianonorinfioB  ,  arioolriudS 

daenoq  .rionsna  anoJ  lo  aasfiXIxv  arid  jnodeaW  bnB  odnonoT  waW^^ooJ 
'  ,  .odnoioT  lo  Y^IO  arid,  bna  aaenewB  bns  J 
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6910  nssdilrid  erid  daavlb.don  bib  odnoioT  nBdlXoqoidaM  lo  noxdsa^p 
dfiriW  .baaaaaeoq  rioBa  dfirid ‘eiawoq  jorid  XXb  lo  ealdr.isqloj 

fi  lo  baaoqraoo  x^-tXfiqlolnura  wan  B  lo  noldBaio  arid  esw  eoslq  aaiBd 
bai/nldnoa  rioxm#  lo  riosa  ,  ealdlXBqlolnnoi  bbib  naadixrid  arid  ^lo^nold^^j 
a-iawoc  XBidnBdedua  aBaXaridiavan  dud  baoubai  dBrfvraraoa  rfdxw  riOxdDiur 
odnl  aaiflo  noldsiobal  arid  aiolad  badexxa  riolriw  aaldlXldxenoqao^ 
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’  adl  bfiB  noldBioqioO  ntBdlXoqoidaM  arid  dd9X  isax  arid  Xldnu  C,^9X  i 
arid  rioum  nl  noldotiul  od  baunldnoo  eaxdlXaqlolnum  bbib  dnwdldi 
■anO  .Bisev  arid  isvo  noldfiXaxgaX  od  eagnario  ’tonlM  ridlw  noxnasl  i 
visunBl  lo  YBb  dai^arid  no  nariw  VdQX  t&qx  arid  nl-eaw  agnsrio  dnBpxlii 
nwonri  rbod  sno  odnl  badsaiBglBioB  anaw  eaoiol  eolXoq  XIs  ifiax  dsri 
^  .aoiol  aolXol  odnoioT  nBdlXoqoidi^  art 


arid  lo  dnamrialXdBdea  arid  ladla  BiBay  nad  aaoe  ,  C.d9X 
XibO  badnloqqB.-oliBdnO  lo  dnanurtavog  arid  ,noldBioqioO  nBdxXoqo 
arid^i-BB  mxri  anldsrtgieafe  TanoiaBxannoO  b  bb  t-O^P  .giadne 

od  bnB  odnt  sirupna  od”  odnoioT  nBdlXoqondaM  qo  floisefcaiioO^X 
-.oidau4  lo.vdlXaqxolnuM  erid  lo  noidetinBg^o'bna  eudade  arid  noqu  di 
olXduq  i^dlA  *”od8iarid  badBlai  BTeddflin  leriJo  bna  odnaTo‘I»n6d 
noisBiniffloO  arid  lo  dioqan  arid  ^alalid-lo  nolEeloirfuf  ariduX^rfa  »gnl 

.?d9X  i0£  afiul»  lo, adab  labnu  fasriallduq 

baXbodma  anew  anoldBbnafnmooen  anlrlOBai  isl  bns  dnadnoqml  lo  ladrt 
nsdlXoqoidaM  lo  a'Ufdul  Brid  ridlw  gnilaab  dncqai  e^noxeelimoO  ari 
/aiari  ridlw  ridiuab  don.eis  sBWrid  lo  esiBB^artd  lol  dud  odn 


In  the  year  1966,  the  Provincial  Legislature  enacted  the  Municipality 
of  Metropolitan  Toronto  Amendment  Act,  1966,  which  drastically  altered 
the  composition  of  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Area.  The  amending  legis^ 
lation  also  provided  for  a  reconstitution  of  the  Metropolitan  Council 
and  an  alteration  in  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Metropolitan 
Corporation  and  in  the  area  municipalities  and  undoubtedly  must  be 
considered  as  the  most  important  piece  of  legislation  affecting  the 
Metropolitan  Area  since  its  creation. 

Under  the  amending  act,  certain  municipalities  were  amalgamated  with 
others  and  the  number  reduced  to  six,  i.e.,  the  Boroughs  of  North  York, 
Etobicoke,  Scarborough,  East  York  and  York  and  the  City  of  Toronto. 

By  the  same  amending  act  the  Metropolitan  Corporation  was  made  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  certain  services  which  had  previously  been  the 
responsibility  of  the  individual  municipalities.  One  of  the  most 
important  changes  was  the  reconstitution  of  the  Metropolitan  Council, 
providing  for  membership  as  follows: 


The  Borough  of  North  York 
The  Borough  of  Etobicoke 
The  Borough  of  Scarborough 
The  Borough  of  East  York 
The  Borough  of  York 
The  City  of  Toronto 


6  members 

4  members 

5  members 

2  members 

3  members 
12  members 


Since  the  establishment  of  the  Metropolitan  form  of  government  in  the 
year  1953  >  various  legislative  changes  over  the  years  have  resulted  in 
certain  responsibilities  becoming  solely  within  the  purview  of  the 
Metropolitan  Corporation  while  others  have  become  shared  between 
Metropolitan  Toronto  and  the  area  municipalities,  while  others,  of  course 
remain  solely  a  local  responsibility.  Briefly,  these  are  as  follows: 


M  Arterial  Roads 

E  Assessment  (including  Courts  of  Revision 

T  Borrowing 

R  Business  Licensing 

0  Courts 

Emergency  Services  (not  including  Police  and  Fire) 
Health  and  Welfare  Assistance 
L  Homes  for  the  Aged 

E  Libraries  (Regional) 

V  Police 

E  Parks  and  Conservation  (Regional) 

L  Sewage  Disposal  (Maintenance  and  Treatment) 

Waste  Disposal  (not  including  collection) 

Water  Supply  (main  trunks  and  treatment) 

Welfare  Assistance  (Statutory) 

S  Educational  Financing 

H  Hospital  Grants 

A  Housing 

R  Planning 

E  Redevelopment 

^  D  Traffic  Regulation 


TCcJlXsqXDiru/M  iBloniYOi^  8ri;t  sdJ^ 

faSTs^Is  ylXjSoiJ^efi'ib  riDiriw  *dd9X  ,  ctoA®^ft9nibne(nA^o;JficrjoT  ns^JiXoqcTJ^M 

-8X39X  ^xbnSBLB  a^T  .Ba'iA  o^flo^oT  nfict XX oqoT^faM  ad^  roX^^Xaoqmoo 
^XXofljjdO  na^XXoqo^XaM  ad\t  lo  <noX;Xif;tX;Jenoo.aT  a  'lo'i  babXvo'iq  oeXa  noX 
BXXXoqo'i;J9H  arix*  lo  aax^tl XdXanoqeai  bna  aaXdxrb  arid  nX  noXdfi'ia^Xa  na 
ad'JBiJfl!  ylbadduobnu  bna  eaXdXXaqibt/u/ffl  saTu*;  add  al  bna  noidaioq 
'^ariX  snXdD9ll6  noidaXaiseX  lo  aoaXq  dnadYoqmX  deo^i^add  da  baTabXa 

.noidaa'jo  adX  eonXe^'seiA  nadXX^qoi 
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,  ddiw  bodamag^Xama*  aiaw  saXdXXaqXoXrtum  flia^*i85  «dDa  ^nlbnania  add  la 
^ai'ioT  dd^oil  Xo  afLSjjO'ioS  add  ,.a.X  ,xXe  od  baoubei  'lodnu/a*^ add  bna'  eaa 
.odno'ioT  lo  ydXO  add  bna  5l^oy  bite  deaS  f  d^ododieoS  ,  adooXd 

xafloq8aT:^efaein  caw  noXdandqYoO  nsdXXoqotdaM  arid  doe  an xbn. ama  aritse  add 
add  naad  ylai/oXvaiq  b^  doXriw  eaoXv'iae  nlad^ao  10  noXeXvonq  add’t 
.  .1-  dsota  add  lo  anO  ,,6aXdXiaqxD±nxrm  Xai/bXYxbnX  add  Iq  ydXXidianoq 
,  XXomioO  nedtXoqoidaM  add  lo  noidudldenoDaTt  add  ^aaw  de^nado  dnadYO 
r - :8WoIXq1  es  qxrlBTsdmaffl  -tol’antbiv 
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add  ni  dnafluirravog  lo^rmol  nadXXoqo'xdaM  add  lo  dnaoxdeiXdadea  add  00 
ni  badloean  avad  B^c^y  '9dd  navo  eaxnadOi^avXdaXaiaaX  enoX^av  ./i 

arid  lo'  waXv'u/q  arid  niridXw  ylaXoa;  ^nXmooacf  EaXdxXxdXeiiioq^a't  rrxad 
naawdad  b9*xBri8  amooad  avad  ETarldo  aXXdw  noiiBioq^io^  nadiXoqo'i 
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:ewoXXo1  SB  #iB  eeadd  ^yXlaiTa  .ydXXxdienoqea^  XaooX  a  yXaXoa  nXfi 
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1  Building  Inspection 

^  0  Canine  Control 

C  Education 

A  Electricity  Distribution 

L  Fire  Protection 

Libraries 

L  Plumbing  Inspection 

E  Planning  and  Development 

V  Parks  and  Recreation 

E  Public  Health 

L  Road  Building  and  Maintenance 

Sewers  (Storm  and  Sanitary) 

Tax  Collection 
Traffic  Regulation 
Water  Distribution 
Zoning  Administration 

Some  mention  should  be  made  at  this  point  of  the  degree  of  local  autonomy 
which  still  remains  with  each  individual  area  municipality j  notwithstanding 
the  functions  which  are  carried  out  by  the  Metropolitan  Corporation o 

The  individual  municipalities  continue  to  elect  their  own  respective 
municipal  councils j  boards  and  commissions «  For  example,  the  Council 
of  this  municipality  is  composed  of  a  Mayor  and  a  four^member  Board  of 
Control  elected  at  large  over  the  whole  of  the  municipality,  as  well  as 
one  member  of  Council  for  each  of  its  twelve  wards,  elected  on  a  ward 
basis,  constituing  in  all  a  seventeen^man  Council o  The  local  Board  of 
Education  is  composed  of  one  Trustee  elected  from  each  of  the  twelve 
wards  with  two  members  who  are  appointed  by  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
Separate  School  Board c  In  this  municipality  the  supply  and  distribution 
of  HydrO“Eiectric  power  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  three '’man 
Commission  composed  of  two  members  elected  at  large  over  the  whole  of 
the  municipalit3r5  with  the  Mayor  acting  as  a  member  ex  officio  <,  The 
Municipal  Council,  of  course,  appoints  other  bodies:  eogo,  Public  Library 
Board,  Planning  Board,  Board  of  Management  of  Community  Hall  etCo  From 
the  above  it  will  be  appreciated  that  each  municipality  still  retains 
some  degree  of  local  autonomy  within  its  own  boundaries,  with  services 
being  either  a  ^’^Metro^%  ’^tShared*^  or  *'^Local*^  responsibilityo 

THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

The  Board  of  Education  was  established  by  the  Municipality  of  Metro^ 
politan  Toronto  Act  in  1953  2  and  assumed  authority  for  all  public  and 
secondary  education  in  the  Township  on  January  1,  1954°  The  years  since 
1954  have  been  significant  ones  in  the  development  of  the  educational 
systemo  Growth  has  been  spectacular o  During  this  period  the  school 
system  has  surpassed  in  size  those  of  Ottawa  and  Hamilton  to  become  the 
second  largest  in  Ontario, 

At  that  time,  the  population  of  the  Township  was  110,311,  today  it  is 
nearly  450,000,  The  explosive  nature  of  this  population  increase  was, 
of  course,  reflected  in  the  rapid  growth  of  the  educational  system. 
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M  ^  .r^  .  1  «  V  1  »  ^  •  I  •  ^  JI  '  ■ 

[OfioiJUB  Xe^oX  lo  esTi^sb  ‘  ari^^'io  ^nXcxi  Bid^  jb  sbsnr  »d  blwori^  fioX^nsin  e 
laaJarf^Xwrfon  ^^^XXBqxoXfiJxm  bs'ib  XaubXvXbnX  rfoss  rii^tw  Bnisme*!  XXX^a  ns 
•  noiJE’Xoqtb^  .nB^iloqo'x^eM  drf^t  yd  ^0o  bsiTtBO  B'TB  xfoirfw  anoiio^'l 


©vX^oaqaBi  nwo  'liorf^  doaXa  p^  sftlJiXBqX^Xntn#  laybl'^fibni 

XiortuoO.  Bf(cl  ,  slqmBXQ  loH  •ariolaa.l’mmop  bna  -^Bod’  tcXfbn^oo  JaqXoi 
lo  fa^Boa.f'Ied^^«^-TIfol  b  bna  -toxaM  b  lo  b^ecq/rcjo  aX  vJl/Bqioinina  airf^ 
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When  the  first  Board  of  Education  assumed  office  it  had  jurisdiction 
over  two  secondary  schools  and  forty^-five  public  schools  j  employing  a 
total  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty^eight  teachers  and  providing 
accommodation  for  an  enrolment  of  23  5,271o  In  1954j  expenditures  for 
the  Board  of  Education  totalled  $4  5)^54  ^ 000 o 00 o  The  Board’s  revenue 
comes  from  the  Province  of  Ontario j  Metropolitan  School  Board  and  the 
Boroughc  Its  expenditures  include  Teachers  salaries.  Instructional 
supplies,  Administration 3  Plant  Operation,  Transportation,  Capital  Outlays, 
Debenture  Costs  and  Tuition  Fees  etCo  Effective  January  1,  19653  the 
Board  of  Education  was  composed  of  fourteen  members,  twelve  Trustees 
elected  by  Public  School  Supporters  and  two  representatives  appointed 
from  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Separate  School  systemo  The  Board  elects 
its  own  Chairman  annually  from  among  the  Trustees o 

The  Board  presently  operates  in  excess  of  150  public  schools  ,  junior 
high  schools,  secondary  and  vocational  schools  accommodating  nearly 
100 , 000  students  o 

In  addition  to  the  schools  operated  under  the  Borough  of  North  York 
Board  of  Education  there  are  2S  schools  under  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
Separate  School  Board  located  in  North  York,  with  two  additional  schools 
proposed  for  1969s  23  schools  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of 
Jewish  Education  and  approximately  35  private  schools  and  three  colleges. 

York  University  now  occupies  two  campuses  within  the  Borough  of  North 
York;  the  96“acre  Glendon  Campus  at  Bayview  and  Lawrence  Avenues  and  the 
600  “acre  multi^faculty  campus  at  Keele  Street  and  Steeles  Avenue. 

Total  enrolment  since  the  University’s  inception  approximately  four 
years  ago  has  grown  to  roughly  6,000  full-time  and  VjOOO  part-time 
degree  students  for  a  total  of  13,000  of  whom  32  per  cent  come  from 
North  York.  By  1975  enrolment  will  be  doubled. 

University  of  Toronto’s  Department  of  Aerospace  Studies  is  also  situated 
in  North  York  at  Dufferin  Street  just  south  of  Steeles  Avenue .  It  is 
one  of  the  three  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  The  University  also  has 
located  in  the  Borough,  Connaught  Medical  Research  Laboratories  on 
Steeles  Avenue  9  just  east  of  Dufferin  Street.  This  Medical  Research 
Laboratory  is  recognized  throughout  the  world  both  for  the  effectiveness 
of  its  products  and  its  contributions  to  medical  research  in  the  field 
of  public  health. 

NORTH  YORK  HYDRO-ELECTRIC  COMMISSION 

Prior  to  1922  North  York’s  initial  supply  of  electrical  power  was 
provided  from  the  Toronto  and  York  Metropolitan  Radial  lines,  with  the 
service  extended  to  serve  the  Yonge  Street  area.  Hydro  supply  was 
under  Council’s  jurisdiction  until  December  7s  19233  when  a  Public 
Utilities  Commission  was  formed  with  Thomas  Jackson  as  Superintendent, 

James  Bathgate  the  Treasurer  and  H.  D.  Goode  the  Secretary.  The  first 
two  Commissioners  were  F.  Danby  and  R.  Risebrough.  Before  the 
Commission  could  start  operations,  it  was  necessary  to  purchase  the 
transmission  lines  which  were  privately  owned  by  the  consumers. 
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In  1925  the  first  Hydro  building  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $3,650000, 
on  a  40  foot  lot  located  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Empress  Avenue 
and  Yonge  Street «  It  was  used  as  a  warehouse  for  equipment.  On 
July  21st  of  that  year,  the  Commission  purchased  a  team  of  horses  and 
a  wagon  with  E,  Kelly  in  charge  of  the  operation.  The  first  truck 
was  purchased  in  192^, 

The  contract  for  the  first  office  building,  situated  at  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  Empress  Avenue  and  Yonge  Street  was  let  in  May,  1929 
at  an  approximate  cost  of  $20,000,00,  The  cornerstone  for  this 
building  was  laid  on  July  20th  by  C,  A,  McGuire,  Ex-Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Toronto  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Ontario  Hydro  Electric  Commission 
and  the  building  was  officially  opened  on  November  12th  of  the  same 
year. 

The  Commission  opened  its  $365,000,00  Engineering  Building  on  Goddard 
Street  in  February,  1955°  The  building  provides  office,  warehouse 
and  garage  facilities.  In  April,  I960  the  Hydro  opened  its  Eastern 
Operational  Centre  on  Scarsdale  Road  at  a  cost  of  $140,000,00,  It 
provides  warehouse  facilities,  office  space  and  a  truck  storage  depot. 
The  Western  Operational  Centre  ,  a  one  acre  site  at  Emery  was  purchased 
in  i960  providing  similar  facilities  plus  a  service  building.  In 
December  1956  the  Hydro  Offices  were  moved  into  the  former  Municipal 
Building  at  5145  Yonge  Street.  In  1964  construction  began  on  a 
$1,139,000,00  Hydro  Building  at  5^00  Yonge  Street,  deemed  necessary 
to  meet  the  needs  of  an  ever-expanding  system.  The  nev/  building 
was  occupied  on  March  S,  1965 <> 

North  York  Hydro  installed  its  first  underground  distribution  system 
in  I95S  to  serve  a  small  subdivision  of  high  class  residences  on 
Valleyanna  Drive,  The  project  was  subsidized  by  the  subdivider  and 
added  to  the  aesthetic  appearance  of  the  area.  In  1961,  the  Hydro 
Commission  adopted  a  general  policy  to  encourage  subdividers  to  install 
the  underground  system  in  new  subdivisions  at  their  own  expense. 

In  1961  the  Hydro  also  began  the  13,^00  volt  distribution  system  in 
three  separate  virtually  undeveloped  geographic  areas.  The  Township 
was  amongst  the  first  to  adopt  this  system  because  of  its  greater 
capabilities  5  better  voltage  and  because  it  requires  fewer  substations 
to  operate. 

North  York  Hydro  purchases  its  power  from  Ontario  Hydro  but  initially 
did  not  serve  all  of  the  Township,  Some  areas  were  served  by  adjacent 
municipalities  but  as  the  power  lines  were  extended  the  system  finally 
included  the  entire  municipality. 

North  York^s  $30,000,000,00  hydro  system  and  plant,  which  distributes 
electric  power  to  over  100,000  consumers,  is  administered  by  a  three- 
man  Commission  comprised  of  two  Commissioners  elected  every  three 
years  and  the  Mayor,  The  duties  of  the  Commission  as  set  out  in 
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Provincial  Legislation  are  to  distribute  electric  power  and  to  collect 
for  its  retail  sale  within  the  boundaries  of  the  municipality »  The 
Commission  is  also  required  to  maintain  an  efficient  distribution 
system  to  meet  present  day  requirements-  Additions  and  improvements 
to  plant  are  partially  financed  out  of  funds  from  resale  rates  and 
through  funds  from  the  Borough  through  the  sale  of  debentures-  Hydro 
rates  are  set  by  the  Ontario  Power  Commission  and  are  based  on  the 
cost  of  obtaining  power ^  its  distribution  to  consumers  and  the  interest 
charged  on  debentures  issued  as  well  as  retirement  of  the  debentures 
in  a  specified  period- 

TRANSPORTATION 

Public  transportation  at  the  inception  of  the  Township  in  1922 
consisted  of  a  Radial  line  operation  on  Yonge  Street  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Metropolitan  Division  Toronto  and  York  Radial  Railway- 
The  line  was  one  of  the  assets  of  the  recently  formed  Toronto 
Transportation  Commission  set  up  in  1921  to  co-ordinate  transportation 
within  the  City  Limits-  The  long  black  or  dark  green  double-end 
street  cars ^  built  somewhat  like  a  railway  coach j  were  comfortables 
heated  electrically  and  complete  with  a  smoking  compartment-  The 
schedule  of  operation  left  something  to  be  desired j  since  a  40-minute 
or  one-hour  wait  in  the  bitter  weather  was  not  looked  upon  with  any 
degree  of  pleasure - 

The  system  operated  from  the  City  to  Jackson^s  Points  carrying  passengers s 
freights  mail  and  newspapers  en  route-  Switches  were  placed  at  intervals 
with  sidings  to  the  various  industries  which  allowed  the  unloading  of 
the  freight  without  interrupting  regular  service- 

It  was  also  used  extensively  by  organizations  planning  summer  picnic 
excursions s  and  provided  a  commuting  need  from  Jackson^s  Points  Sutton s 
Queensville j  Sharon j  Newmarkets  Auroras  Schombergj  Bond  Lakes  Richmond 
Hills  Langstaffs  Tho2'nhill  and  Willowdale  etc-,  to  the  City-  The 
shriek  of  the  whistle  across  the  many  open  fields  along  the  way  was 
often  an  eerie  sound  to  the  uninitiated - 

When  the  operators  of  the  system  decided  to  discontinue  the  service 
north  of  Richmond  Hill  in  1931  due  to  a  decline  in  revenues  the  Town¬ 
ships  of  North  Yorks  Markham  and  Vaughan  and  the  Village  of  Richmond 
Hill  entered  into  an  agreement  to  continue  the  service  under  a  joint 
ownership  with  North  York  assuming  35  per  cents  Markham  and  Vaugham 
Townships  11  per  cent  and  the  Village  of  Richmond  Hill  23  per  cent 
of  the  cost  of  operation-  An  area  was  created  within  the  Township 
extending  from  the  City  Limits  to  Steeles  Avenue  between  Bathurst 
Street  and  Bayview  Avenue  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  T-T-C-  operated 
service-  Taxpayers  within  the  area  met  any  financial  losses  on  the 
system  by  a  direct  tax  levy-  Similarly j  such  taxpayers  enjoyed  a 
reduction  in  the  mill  rate  during  the  years  the  line  showed  a  profit- 
On  October  10 j  194^  the  street  cars  were  removed  from  service  and  a 
diesel  bus  line  was  installed- 
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On  December  I3  193^  a  second  transportation  area  was  formed  when  the 
ToTcCo  Bathurst  Rush  Hour  Bus  Service  was  put  into  operation  a  This 
service  operated  from  Bathurst  Street  and  Sto  Clair  Avenue  to  Glencairn 
Avenue  and  Dufferin  Street,  to  meet  a  growing  need  in  a  new  area  of 
development  o 

As  North  York  increased  in  population ^  following  World  War  II j  and 
more  land  was  subdivided  for  residential  development  j  private  bus 
companies  operated  transportation  routes  throughout  parts  of  the 
municipality.  When  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  form  of  government  was 
adopted  under  Bill  *'^^0**  all  public  transportation  was  taken  over  by 
the  Toronto  Transit  Commission  which  wUvS  given  the  sole  franchise  to 
operate  public  comirruting  services  wdthin  the  Metropolitan  Area. 


CLERK  hS  DEPARimNT 

The  Clerk^s  Department  is j  in  effect  3  the  secretariat  of  the 
municipality.  It  provides  Council  with  information 5  records  Council 
and  Committee  meetings,  prepares  agendas j  by-laws  and  resolutions  as 
directed  by  Council.  It  compiles  the  necessary  information  for 
elections  3  voters’  lists  3  arranges  for  polling  subdivisions  3  deputy 
returning  officers  and  poll  clerks  during  municipal  elections  and 
records  nominations  for  office  as  well  as  vital  statistics  within  the 
Borough.  As  a  non-operating  aepartment .  the  Clerk’s  Office  has  a 
close  liaison  with  Council  and  all  other  d^spartments . 


Frank  G.  Hassard  was  Acting-Clerk  at  North  fork’s  formation^  until  the 
appointment  of  Herbert  D.  Goode  as  the  Township’s  first  Clerk  in  1922. 
Upon  his  I’etirement 
Township  Treasurer  3 
of  Albert 
by  North  Yoi 
Clerk  in  1947 


__  1944 s  due  to  sudden  illness.  Frank  H.  Brown^ 
became  Acting-Clerk  until  the  appointment  in  1946 
G-.  Standing  the  present  Glerk-Adi'ninistrator  3  who  was  employed 
ork  on  August  3.  1935°  Earl  Roberts  named  Deputy- 
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SWITCHBOARD 

The  Switchboard  operation  is  under  the  diet  ion  of  the  Clerk’s 

Department.  Thsjre  are  fo'ur  cUvy  operators  and  one  night  operator  to 
keep  the  Switchboard  functioning  2^  houu’a  a  day 5  seven  days  a  week.  It 
has  31  incoming  direct  telephone  lines  and  231  extensions.  It  also 
controls  a  paging  service  by  'which  employees  ma.j  be  summoned  from 
anywhere  on  the  premises. 

PUBLIC  INFORMATION  03TIGE 

This  office  3  which  is  also  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Clerk’s 
Department  3  was  instituted  on  August  31 2  1959  with  Bertram  A.  Long 
appointed  as  the  first  Public  Infoi'^mation  Officer.  The  duties  of  the 
office  consist  of  providing  an  information  service  to  the  public  3 
assisting  Council  3  Boards  and  Departments  to  effectively  communicate 
with  the  public  z^egarding  municipal  projects  3  programs  etc. 
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It  prepares  and  distributes  bulletins p  brochures p  pamphlets p  as  approved 
and  authorized  by  Council o  Arranges  public  functions  -  dinners p 
receptions  etCo  Receives  and  records  complaints  and  endeavors  to 
find  a  satisfactory  solution  where  possible o  Issues  notification  to 
residents  regarding  local  improvement  works  to  be  undertaken o  It  is 
responsible  for  conducting  tours  of  the  Municipal  Buildings  Maintains 
in  annually  updated  Historical  Sujnmar3r  of  the  Borough  of  North  York 
Administration o  Prepares  and  distributes  annually  an  Internal  Telephone 
)irectory  for  use  throughout  the  building o  Produces  photographs  for 
lunicipal  records  and  takes  photos  of  Borough  staffo 

^ro  Long  resigned  in  January p  196?  and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Fo  Jo 
'  shannon  in  May  of  that  yearo 

:reasury  department 

frames  Ao  Bathgate  was  the  first  Treasurer  and  Tax  Collector p  appointed 
|)y  Council  in  1922 o  At  his  retirement  in  Junep  1931  he  was  succeeded 
|)y  Frank  Ho  Brownp  his  cashier  and  Deputy-Treasurer  since  1923 o  Mro 
3rown  also  served  as  Acting-Clerk  from  December  Ip  1944  to  Mayp 
.946 p  and  was  named  Finance  Commissioner  in  January p  1951 «  He  was  also 
\.ssessment  Conim.iss loner  from  1951  until  December p  1953  when  the  assessing 
)f  property  in  the  Township  was  taken  over  by  the  Greater  Toronto 
Assessment  Board  and  later  by  Metro o 

^.■'he  function  of  the  Treasury  Department  is  to  assemble  and  correlate 
P-'inancial  estimates  for  the  annual  tax  levy  in  co-operation  with  the 
"'operating  departments «  The  Finance  Commissioner  prepares  and  submits 
1.0  Council  the  estimates  of  the  various  departments  as  well  as  computes 
fjmd  extends  the  annual  tax  amounts  in  the  current  tax  rollp  based  on 
^lill  rates  and  levies  determined  by  the  Tax  Levying  By-laWo 

j?he  Tax  Section  of  the  Department  also  prepares  and  mails  the  current 
•.ax  bills  to  the  assessed  owners  as  shown  on  the  Tax  Roll,  and  receives 
land  records  tax  payments  as  they  are  made  by  the  taxpayers  or  their 
agents o 

The  Treasury  Department  also  prepares  and  forwards  for  presentation  to 
Council p  lists  of  expenditures  (Money  By-laws)  as  approved  by  the 
various  Borough  Departments p  and  following  approval,  prepares  and 
mails  or  delivers  cheques  covering  the  authorized  payments = 

It  also  records  all  financial  transactions  and  carries  on  Borough 
business  with  the  Corporation's  bankers p  as  well  as  recording  and 
providing  safe-keeping  facilities  for  such  bonds  and  guarantees  as  may 
be  lodged  with  the  Administration, 

Another  function  is  to  prepare,  negotiate  and  forward  to  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Treasury,  such  documents  and  other  relevant  material  which  may 
be  necessary  to  provide  for  approval  the  temporary  financing  and 
ultimate  debenturing  of  Capital  Expenditures, 
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It  also  makes  periodic  financial  reports  to  Council  and/or  the 
11  Committees  of  Council j  setting  forth  the  expenditures  and  commitments 
to  date  as  compared  with  the  yearly  budget  appropriation^. 

In  September j  i960  with  the  establishment  of  a  Works  Department , 
following  Council’s  adoption  of  the  Stevenson  and  Kellogg  Consultant 
Engineers  Report  on  the  integration  of  services 5  the  Waterworks  Accounts 
Section  of  the  former  Waterworks  Department  was  placed  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Treasury  Department «  On  January  I5  I962  the  former 
Engineering  Accounts  Section  became  a  part  of  the  Treasury  Department 
operation  along  with  the  Local  Improvement  Section j  formerly  of  the 
Clerk ’ s  Department  = 

Mro  Bro'wn  retired  in  December 5  196? ?  after  forty-four  years  service 
with  the  municipality «  Mr®  Robert  Ho  Davie ^  who  had  previously  been 
the  Director  of  Accounting  and  Organization  for  the  Borough  from  April j 
1961  to  December p  1966 p  was  appointed  Treasurer  effective  October 5  196? « 

DATA  PROCESSING  SECTION 

A  data  processing  section  became  an  adjunct  of  the  Treasury  Department 
early  in  1964  and  on  May  Ist^  the  first  Borough  water  bills  were  computed 
by  this  m.ethodc  On  January  Ij  1965?  employee  payroll  cheques  became 
an  integral  part  of  the  procedure  with  other  areas  of  useage  under 
cons iderat ion o  Equipment  used  is  a  Univac  9300  Gcm^puter  with  four 

tapes o  It  prints  and  reads  cards  at  6OO  per  minuueo  William  Eo 

Bates  is  Director  of  Data  Processing,, 

PAY  OFFICE 

The  Pay  Office  3  an  addition  to  the  Treasury  Department ^  was  established 
in  1954  to  prepare  payrolls ^  remit  employees  deductions  to  the  designated 
authorities 5  enrol  employees  in  the  various  benefit  plans  and  maintain 
records  of  absenteeism  and  employees  income o  The  increased  number  of 
municipal  employees  during  the  past  decade  created  a  need  for  the  setting 
up  of  a  separate  office  to  adequately  and  efficiently  take  care  of  such 
matters  <, 


SUPPLY  DEPARTMENT 

Prior  to  August  3  1954?  when  the  Purchasing  Department  became  an  integral 
part  of  the  operation  of  the  municipality,  the  purchasing  of  supplies 
and  equipment  was  carried  out  by  the  Department  Heads  and  Deputies « 

Accompanying  the  explosive  growth  of  North  York,  was  the  need  to  implement 
and  expedite  the  procurement  of  goods  and  services  and  the  operation 
of  a  stores  centre  for  frequently  used  items  of  stationery  and  some  items 
of  building  maintenance  products c 

It  was  an  adjunct  of  the  Treasury  Department,  with  which  it,  of  necessity, 
had  close  liaison.  Certain  technical  items  for  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  Waterworks  system.  Roads  and  Parks  Departments 
^  continued  to  be  purchased  by  the  Department  Heads  concerned. 
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The  appointment  by  Council  on  June  26,  I96I,  of  Norman  W.  Johnston  as 
A  Manager  of  Supply  was  the  initial  step  in  the  reorganization  of  the 

Purchasing  Department  and  the  re-naming  to  the  Supply  Department  thus 
consolidating  and  centralizing  the  the  procurement  and  effective  control 
of  all  goods,  services  and  equipment. 

The  Supply  Department  consists  of  two  divisions.  Purchasing  and  Munici¬ 
pal  Stores  and  Control,  both  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Manager  of 
Supply  who  is  required  to  report  to  the  Mayor  and  Council  through  a 
Committee  of  Council.  The  Purchasing  Division,  Stationery  Stores  and 
Inventory  Control  is  located  in  the  Municipal  Building  at  5000  Yonge 
Street,  Willowdale.  The  Central  Municipal  Stores  are  part  of  the 
Works  Building  on  Finch  Avenue  West  near  Dufferin  Street. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

The  Department  of  Public  Health,  under  a  Local  Board  of  Health,  was 
formed  at  the  Township’s  inception  in  1922.  Members  of  the  first 
Board  of  Health  were  Reeve  R.'F.  Hicks,  Frank  G.  Hassard  and  Dr.  Carl 
E.  Hill,  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  work  of  the  Department  is  carried  on  under  a  three-point  program: 

1.  Public  Health  Nursing;  2.  Water  and  Sewage  Control, Food  Control, 
Communicable  Disease  Control  and  Environmental  Sanitation;  3*  School 
Dental  Service. 

FOOD 

Since  North  York  is  now  an  urban  municipality,  the  food  supply  comes 
from  large  food  distributors,  slaughterhouses,  wholesale:  markets  etc., 
located  mostly  in  the  Metropolitan  area.  Distribution  is  through  the 
many  outlets  located  in  strip  shopping  areas,  corner  stores  and  shopping 
centres . 

In  1939  a  plebiscite  decreed  that  a  Dental  Service  would  be  installed 
in  schools  in  the  First  Township  School  area. 

The  statutory  duties  of  the  Department  are  set  by  the  Ontario  Public 
Health  Act,  augmented  by  local  by-laws  which  designate  some  duties  and 
responsibilities.  Its  function  is  to  protect  the  health  of  the  public 
from  a  community  and  environmental  standpoint. 

Dr,  Carl  E.  Hill  retired  in  September,  I965  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Brian  Russell. 

A  branch  office  for  the  Public  Health  Nursing  Division  was  opened  in 
September,  196?  to  serve  the  western  area  of  the  Borough  and  is  located 
in  the  Crang  Plaza  at  Jane  Street  and  Wilson  Avenue, 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 


When  North  York  was  formed,  this  department  was  known  as  the  Roads 
Department  under  the  direction  of  Ben  Ross,  Roads  Superintendent »  He 
later  became  the  Relief  Administrator  during  the  depression  years.  In 
1927  Gordon  H.  Baker,  P.  Eng. ,  was  appointed  Township  Engineer,  combining 
the  operation  of  the  Roads,  Waterworks  and  Engineering  offices  under 
one  department,  E,  L.  Sanderson,  P.  Eng.,  who  later  became  Township 
Engineer,  was  appointed  in  192S  to  assist  Mr,  Baker  as  the  municipality 
began  to  develop. 


Also  in  I92S,  the  Township  purchased  its  first  pieces  of  mechanical 
equipment,  a  caterpillar  tractor  and  a  leaning  wheel  grader.  This 
caused  some  concern  to  the  rural  residents  who,  after  the  haying  season 
and  the  fall  ploughing,  used  to  haul,  gravel  by  team  for  road  construction 
purposes.  The  twice~a~year  operation  was  considered  to  be  entirely 
inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  at  that  time. 


The  Roads  Department  became  a  separate  entity  under  the  supervision 
of  R,  0,  Wright  in  19,39  with  the  waterworks,  sewers  and  engineering 
operation  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Township  Engineer. 

Following  Council's  decision  to  incorporate  all  maintenance  work  in 
September,  i960  under  a  Works  Department,  Mr,  Wright  was  appointed 
Commissioner  of  V/orks,  The  former  Roads  Department,  the  sewer  and 
water  services  installation  section  of  the  former  Waterworks  Department, 
garbage  collection,  incinerator  operation,  janitorial  service  and 
building  and  equipment  maintenance  along  with  sewer  maintenance  was 
integrated  into  one  operation.  Integration  of  the  departments  concerned 
proceeded  under  a  planned  schedule  of  operations  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  normal  municipal  operation.  In  I96I,  a  Works  Building  was 
constructed  on  Finch  Avenue,  west  of  Dufferin  Street  for  the  purpose  of 
storing  material,  equipment  and  trucks,  A  service  garage  for  preventive 
maintenance  of  vehicles  was  included  on  the  site.  The  number  of 

District  Township  Yards  was  increased  to  six  as  part  of  the  overall 
implementation  of  the  Stevenson-Kellogg  Management  Consultant  Engineers 
Report  adopted  by  Council  in  September,  I960,  These  yards  are  located 
at  the  following  districts:  Ingram,  Oriole,  Emery,  Finch,  Norton  and 
Bermondsey, 


GARBAGE 

Garbage  in  the  Borough  is  collected  from  residences  generally  on  a 
twice-a-week  pick-up  basis.  From  commercial  establishments  -  more 
frequently.  The  collection  of  all  table  waste,  refuse  etc,,  with  the 
exception  of  ashes,  garden  refuse  and  a  limited  amount  of  other  materials, 
is  conveyed  by  truck  to  the  Metro  Incinerator  on  Ingram  Drive,  just  east 
of  Keele  Street  and  on  Chesswood  Drive,  just  west  of  Dufferin  Street, 
where  it  is  burnt  on  a  daily  basis.  The  ashes,  garden  refuse  etc.,  is 
dumped  at  a  sanitary  land  fill  operation  and  covered  with  earth  each 
day.  Sanitary  land  fill  operations  frequently  provide  a  means  to  fill 
in  a  ravine  and  sometimes  become  park  or  playing  field  sites  of  the 
future . 
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Due  to  the  ill  health  of  Mr»  Wright,  Brian  Ruddy,  P,  Engo ,  was  appointed 
Commissioner  of  Works  in  January,  I963 ,  with  the  former  Commissioner 
of  Works  retaining  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Operations  until 
his  death  in  October,  I964. 


In  September,  19^5  Council  approved  the  integration  of  the  Works  and 
Engineering  Departments  under  the  heading  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
with  Brian  Ruddy,  Po  Eng, ,  as  Commissioner. 


INCINERATION 


The  disposal  of  waste  is  a  major  problem  in  most  municipalities,  with 
North  York  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

Following  the  introduction  of  garbage  collection  in  1933?  waste  material 
was  dmped  into  a  hole  and  burned  on  parks  property  west  of  Bathurst 
Street  in  the  Don  River  Valley,  A  neighbour's  suit  against  the 
Corporation  resulted  in  the  discontinuance  of  this  practice  and  the 
building  of  an  incinerator  on  Lawrence  Avenue,  west  of  Keele  Street 
at  a  cost  of  $20,500,00  which  had  a  disposal  capacity  of  30  tons  of  waste 
daily. 

The  Councils  of  the  day  were  severely  criticized  by  their  choice  of 
possible  incinerator  sites  and  on  several  occasions  were  forced  to 
abandon  proposed  areas  due  to  the  loud  protestations  from  residents  up 
to  a  mile  from  the  suggested  locations. 

The  cost  of  garbage  collection  was  levied  over  the  areas  served  until 
1957?  after  which  such  collection  was  paid  from  the  general  levy. 

Since  York  Township  was  also  facing  a  similar  problem.  North  York 
purchased  75  acres  from  the  Parsons  family,  east  of  Keele  Street  and 
immediately  north  of  the  York-North  York  boundary  and  built  an  incinerator 
as  a  joint  project  at  a  cost  of  $750,000,00  on  a  ten-acre  site.  It  was 
opened  in  December,  1951  and  had  a  disposal  capacity  of  4^0  tons  of 
waste  daily.  The  balance  of  the  property  was  zoned  for  industrial  pur¬ 
poses,  serviced  and  sold  at  a  profit  which  in  effect  reduced  the  cost 
of  the  incinerator  to  Township  residents. 

Additions  and  renovations  to  the  original  structure,  including  the 
installation  of  automatic  draft  controls,  have  boosted  the  capacity 
of  the  incinerator  to  approximately  100,000  tons  annually. 

The  Joint  Incinerator  Board,  comprised  of  a  Council  member  from  each 
Township  was  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the  plant.  Incineration 
was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Works  Department  in  September, 
i960  and  under  the  Public  Works  Department  in  I966. 

The  Joint  Incinerator  Board  was  dissolved  in  December,  I966,  The 
disposal  of  waste  became  a  Metropolitan  Toronto  responsibility  on 
January  1,  1967® 
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SERVICE  GARAGE 


With  the  evolution  of  the  mechanical  age  and  the  gradual  transition 
from  horsedrawn  vehicles  and  equipment  to  motorized  units,  it  became 
necessary  to  consider  the  establishment  of  a  municipally  operated 
garage  if  the  number  of  trucks  for  various  purposes  were  to  be  kept  in 
constant  operation.  North  York  had  come  a  long  way  from  its  first 
team,  plus  a  dray  and  a  sleigh,  under  the  slogan  "Progress  With 
Economy". 

In  the  formative  years  of  the  Township,  the  mechanical  equipment  was 
serviced  at  independently  operated  garages  throughout  the  municipality, 
or  if  the  occasion  warranted  it,  blacksmiths  made  repairs  and 
alterations  whenever  required. 

In  19A^,  an  efficient  garage  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  27-unit  mixed  fleet 
of  trucks,  street  sweepers,  graders,  flushers,  snow  removal  units  etc., 
was  established  on  Norton  Avenue  in  the  centre  of  a  large  parking  and 
storage  lot.  The  concrete  block  building,  110’  x  SO ’ ,  contained  a 
grease  lift,  pressure  greasing  equipment,  overhead  chainfall  hoist  and 
other  miscellaneous  devices  for  operating  a  service  garage. 

Efficient  records  are  kept  for  all  mechanical  units  by  Thomas  E. 
Wiltshire,  the  first  Garage  Superintendent.  Two  eight“=hour  shifts 
daily  are  required  to  keep  pace  with  the  maintenance  problems  of  the 
many  mechanical  units  in  operation.  The  Service  Garage  was  assumed 
by  the  Works  Department  in  September,  I960.  In  September,  1962  the 
Garage  was  re-located  in  the  Finch  Avenue  West  District  Works  Yard. 

The  Norton  Avenue  building  became  a  District  Works  Yard. 

WATERWORKS  DEPARTMENT 


North  York  residents  obtained  water  from  various  sources  prior  to  and 
following  the  formation  of  the  municipality.  Many  of  the  rural  residents 
and  some  of  the  suburban  property  owners  maintained  v/ells  on  their  land. 
With  the  establishment  of  a  filtration  plant  and  pumping  station  on  the 
East  Branch  of  the  Don  River  at  Oriole,  and  the  construction  of  a  tower 
reservoir  at  Bayview  and  Sheppard  Avenues  (the  highest  point  in  the  area) 
a  water  supply  system  was  installed  which  served  the  Yonge  Street 
district  for  some  years.  This  tower,  which  had  become  a  well  known 
landmark,  was  removed  by  Metropolitan  Toronto  in  i960.  Continued 
growth  necessitated  a  search  for  other  sources  of  supply.  In  1939, 

North  York’s  first  deep  well  was  drilled  on  Leslie  Street,  just  south 
of  Steeles  Avenue,  It  tapped  an  underground  stream  and  provided 
1,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily.  Continued  growth  again  created  the 
need  for  further  exploration  and  a  second  deep  well  was  drilled  on 
Leslie  Street,  north  of  Steeles  Avenue  in  Markham  Township  in  1945 • 

This  added  a  further  million  gallons  of  water  daily. 

A  third  well  was  drilled  in  1947  on  the  German  Mills  Creek  in  Markham 
Township  to  help  meet  the  growing  need  and  a  reservoir  built  on  Hendon 
Avenue  just  west  of  Yonge  Street, 
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rfdioe  dai;t  .daaidS  axIaoJ  no  balXiTb  esw’XXaw  qaab  deiXY  e’riioY  rid* 
babxvoiq  bna  maa'tde  bnifOTS'xabntr  na  baqqad  dl  .eunavA  a^aadS 
arid  bedsa'io  nxasa  ridwoi^  baanidnoO  ,xXXab  ladaw  "Xo  enoXXas  000^00 
no  baXXX'ib  aaw  Xtaw  qaab^  bnooaa  a  bna  nqidB''ioXqxa  Tarid'xui  ^o  i  b 
•  5'A9X  nx  qirianwoT  iuaririqaM  nx  auxlavA  aaXaadS  Yo  ndT^on  ^daa'idc  aXX 

.vXXsb  ladaw  Yo  anoXXaa  noiXXXm  ^arii'I^J^  a  bafaba  a 

•'•  tf  ^  \ 

•  A  <  p  ^  ^ 


ni'  JfaonO  aJtXiH  rtBcrtsO  sril  no  V^lW^nl  baliixb  bbw  Haw  b^rf 
nobasH  no  3'iiwd  Tiov-ssaat  e  fans  basn  3^1wo^a  aril  39em  qXart  03  qxdafl 

15:  ♦dasndS  a^noY  Yo  dsaw  deuc  9un 


A  second  reservoir  tower  was  built  in  the  Bathurst-Wilson  area  to 
stabilize  water  pressure  in  that  part  of  the  Township,  A  reservoir  on 
Wilson  Avenue,  west  of  Keele  Street  continued  the  water  pressure 
stabilization  to  the  west  side  of  the  municipality,  A  fourth  deep 
well  on  Sheppard  Avenue  West  and  the  Don  River  brought  the  daily  capacity 
to  well  over  5j000,000  gallons,  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  such  a 
rapidly  growing  suburban  area. 

With  the  formation  of  the  Metropolitan  Area  in  195A,  North  York 
experienced  relief  in  capital  expenditures  for  trunk  watermains  and 
Metro  assumed  all  water  production  processes,  filtration  plants,  towers 
and  reservoirs  and  proceeded  to  install  a  system  of  trunk  mains  which 
supplies  the  entire  Borough  with  water  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  extent 
of  60,000,000  gallons  daily. 

North  York  takes  delivery  of  its  daily  water  supply  at  strategic 
intervals  from  the  Metro  system  so  that  all  the  residents  are  supplied 
and  a  stabilized  pressure  is  maintained. 

In  195^  the  problem  of  water  during  the  simimer  months  for  green  lawns 
and  gardens  was  finally  settled  and  no  further  restrictions  were  imposed. 
Since  the  early  1950 ’s,  due  to  the  vast  expansion  and  development,  water 
had  become  very  scarce  and  people  were  allowed  to  water  their  lawns  and 
gardens  on  certain  evenings  at  specific  times,  for  instance,  in  the 
York  Mills  area  it  was  twice-a-week  after  10  p,m.  Those  were  the 
evenings  one  had  to  stay  home,  put  out  the  hose  while  it  was  still  light, 
turn  on  the  water  at  10  p,m.o  ,  and  then  change  the  position  of  the  hose 
at  intervals  before  going  to  bed. 

The  v;ater  supply  for  residents  of  the  Borough  of  North  York  is  brought 
from  Lake  Ontario  through  intake  pipes  about  a  mile  offshore.  It  is 
pumped  into  filtration  plants,  two  in  the  Borough  of  Scarborough  at  the 
foot  of  Victoria  Park  Avenue  and  one  at  Toronto  Island,  In  the 
filtration  plants  the  water  is  purified  and  chlorinated.  The  water 
that  is  used  in  North  York  comes  mainly  from  the  R,  C,  Harris  plant  at 
the  southerly  end  of  Victoria  Park  Avenue,  It  is  pumped  across  the 
City  of  Toronto  in  a  tunnel  to  Parkside  Drive,  thence  northerly  to  the 
Caledonia-Lawrence  Reservoir,  From  that  point  it  is  pumped  to  its 
ultimate  destination  -  the  homes  and  industries  in  the  Borough,  The 
procurement  and  purification  of  water  is  the  responsibility  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Toronto  as  is  the  installation  of  the  trunk  watermains  and 
pimiping  stations.  The  Borough  of  North  York  is  responsible  for  the 
smaller  sub-trunl^s  and  street  watermains,  as  well  as  the  service 
installations  to  residences,  industrial  and  commercial  establishments. 

The  daily  water  capacity  for  North  York  is  60,000,000  gallons. 

According  to  Resolution  No. 231?  dated  April  2,  1923?  John  Mills  was 
appointed  Water  Superintendent,  The  department  continued  its 
operations  as  an  adjunct  to  the  Engineering  Department, 

The  Department  was  responsible  for  the  installation  of  sanitary 
and  storm  sewer  service  connections  until  September?  i960  when  a 
Resolution  of  Council  allocated  the  Accounts  Section  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  The  water  and  sewer  service  installations  and  maintenance 
became  a  part  of  the  Public  V/orks  Department  function. 


odr  Ba'ra  noelcW-.Je'tuil^BS  silJ  at  Sllnd  zsw  t9Wo^  Tiovioaei  ijxioc^dc 
lb  'ilov-isas'i  A  ^‘•qJt.'fanwoT  eri;t  lo  ;M6q  cfarf^t  ni  sujees'itq  lecfsvf 

e'Tii«t39'iq''T9^fiw  erf;J  bewil^noo  slaaX  lo  c^eew  .eunsvA  noeJ 

qaebi  A  ’  Qrf;^  lo  ebie  ^eow  ariq  oJ  noicfiosirXlcfi 

tosqBD  YXlsb""  9rti>\^n'SJtfo^d  'isvlfl  iioG  ari^f  bnB  ^saW  at/navA  b^0^q^'^^8  no  XJ 
a  rioi/B  lo\2boan  srlct  'lo'l  J’naiDil’jUjanX  ^\enpXXfl5,;000*000,^  lavo  XXaw 
'  "  s  .  1^0*18 ,  naduudifa  ^niwois  YXb'Xc 

*1*‘  '  ‘  •  .  I  ' 

jJnoY  rid7oM  rtX  "senA  nad’iXo^ondSiM  arid  lo  floidanriol  arid  rfc 

•bna  enicnnedaw  xnxnd  *iol  ednx/dlbnsqxa  li^dXqBo  n±  leXXoT  baonsXnpc 
s'iawod  ^ednaXq  noXda'idXXl  ^eaaaaoo^q  noXdonboiq  'Tad6W’*^XXB  bamqees  on: 
rioiifw  eni Boi  ?lnxrtd  lo  nadeya  a  IXfideni  od  babaaobnq  bna  aniovnaealfc:  f 
dnadxQ  Qfid  od  oXnadnO  9>iaJ  *ino'il  nadew  ridXw  dj^onoS  anldna  .add  aailqc 

^  ,  .Y?Xsb  afroXl8s'^000,0004C)ov 

^  r  4 

.  Digadfinda  da  xXqqi/s  nadsw  YiXsb  adx  lo  YtavXIab  8e?(6d  .^noY  f^c^; 
baiXqqx;E,;ane  ednabxaan  add  Ila  dadd  oa  uiadBYS  ondaM  add  monl ''alsvrra: 

'  ,  '  .banifidnXsin  aX  ainaeenq  basiXirdada  b  X 

I  '■  v  ‘  '  ■'•*  '  ri^  f.a 

enwfiX  naans  nol  e^dnom  namnu/e  add  s^Xnub  nadaw  lo  meXdonq  add  8^9X 
jaoqior  anaw  anoXdoXndaan  naddnul  on  bna  balddsa  yXlBiitl  aevr  anabnas  X 
5dsw  ^dnamqoXavab  bna  noiansqxa  desv  add  od^’anb  ja*0$9X  Y^^^naa  arid  aor 
i)na  anwaX  nXadd  nadBw  od  bawoXIa  anaw  aXqoaq  brie  aonaoa  ynav  emooad  X 
arid  nX  ^eanadanX  nol  ^eamid  oXlXoaqe  da  EsnXnava  xiXadnao  no  anabr 
arid  anaw  aeoriT  .m.q  OX  nadla  daavr-a-eolwd  aaw  dX  aana  allXM  d’; 
IsXr  XXXdE  aaw  di  aliriic  aaorf  add  dno  duq  ,eniod  Y^da  'od  bad  eno  egnlnfi 
aeori  add  lo  noidXaoq  arid  asnario  nadd  bnB  ,.m,q,  OX  da  nadaw  aid*  rra  n" 

•'  *  .bed^od  ^Xos  anolad  eIa\^ednX 

^  ^ 

ddswond  aX  ^noY  ridnoM  lo  d§i/ono8  add  lo  adnebXaan  nol  YXqqtra  nadevr  « 
aX  dl  •onodallo  aXiar  a  dnodB  eaqiq  a^fadnX  risJ^onrid  oinsdnO^  ajiaJ  nic 
jrid  da  dsiJonodnsoS  lo  dsnonoS  add  nX  owd  ^adqslq  noXdandXXl  odnX  baqn 
arid  nl  .bneXal  odnonoT  dfl  ano  bxiB  aunavA  ?inB8  aX:iodoXV  lo  dc 
^  nadaw  adT  .badarunolrlo  bna  baXlXnjjq  cX  nadsw  arid  ednalq  noXjsndJ 
da  dnalq’  ainniiH  *D  .H  arid  isonl  YXnXam  earaoo  ifnoY  ^dnoM  nx  baen  aX  di 
add  eaonoa  baqirjjq  eX  dX  .aunavA  ?(nB8  sinodoXV  lo' bna  YX'torfdi/oa  s 
arid  od  Y*^*5^ridnon  a^rtarfd  javXnQ  abXa^ne8  od'*l9nni/d  a  nX  odnonoT  Io^y: 
3dx  od  boqmnq  ex  dX  dnXoq  darld  mon*?  ♦nXovnoeafl  aonanwaJ-sinobaJ 
adT  .dsi^onofi  arid  ni  eaXndetrbnX  bna  .eartori  arid  -  noxdanXdeab  ^^dsxnXc 
-onjaM  lo  YdXXXdXenoqsan  arid  al  nadevi  lo  rioXdaoXlrnirq  bna  dna;i3nu6< 
bnc  eniBfinudaw  >tnund  arid  lo  noidBllBdenX  arid  ax  ea  odnonoT  nsdiJ 
arid  nol  aXriXenoqean  eX  3lnoY  ddnoM  lo  dswonoS  arlT  .enoXdadB  aoXqi 
aoXvnae  arid  ee  Haw  ee  ,  anXB.Tin9dBw  da^nda  bna  eriniHd-dije  fjXXx 
•  ednafnriexfcffidea  Ic Xonaiarnoo  bna  iBindsubnl  teaonabXean  od  enoidaXIodc 
,-.enoiXas  000*000,00  ei  ainoY  ddnoM  nol  x^XoBqBO  nadaw  xXxBb  £ 

eaw  eXIXM  nriob  *CS0X  ,S  XXnqA  badab  ,XCS,oW  noXdwXoeafl  od  s^xb i0£ 
.  edX  bairnXdnoo  dnamdna^b  arfT  .dnabnadnXnoqnS  'nadBV/  badnXoc 
_  •doarndnsqaCl  arid  od  Jonutba  na  ea.enoXdBns 

. 

Y^adXasa  lo  noXdeXIadenX  add  nol  aXriXenoqean  eaw  dnamdnaqaQ  i 
a  nadw  OO^X  ,  naawadqaS 'Xldm;  anol.doannoo  aoivnae  navae  mnode  i 
Yu/eaanT  arid  od  ndXdoaS  sdniroDoA  arivt  badAocXlB  lionuoO  lo  noidxfXo? 
loaanadnxBfli  bna  enoxdaIX6deax**at)Xvn9e  nawaa  bna  najaw  ariT  .dnandnac 

-noxdonjul  dnaiHdnaqcKI  esfnbW  oXXdx;8  arid  lo  dnaq  a  sniac 
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#  LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 

Thomas  Urquhart,  an  ex-Mayor  of  the  City  of  Toronto  conducted  North 
York’s  legal  requirements  following  the  Township’s  inception  in  1922, 
as  well  as  representing  the  group  of  citizens  who  sought  secession 
from  York  Township,  He  was  employed  on  a  fee  basis.  The  second 
Township  Solicitor  was  C,  F,  Moore,  Q.C,,who  later  became  Solicitor 
for  Metropolitan  Toronto.  In  October,  1933,  W,  S,  Rogers,  Q.C,,  became 
the  third  Solicitor  to  head  the  department  which  acts  on  instruction 
from  Council  and  represents  the  municipality  on  all  phases  of  activity 
where  legal  requirements  are  indicated, 

REAL  ESTATE  DEPARTMENT 


The  Real  Estate  Department ,  originally  known  as  the  Property  Department , 
was,  in  effect,  an  adjunct  to  the  Legal  Department  at  its  inception 
in  1957«  The  section  was  to  take  care  of  enquiries  with  respect  to 
the  sale  and  evaluation  of  Township  owned  lands  and  to  accept  tenders 
for  such  land  when  marketable.  The  first  incumbent,  G,  R,  Foster, 
appointed  Real  Estate  Appraiser  in  1956,  appraised  all  types  of 
property  for  various  purposes  such  as  in  proposed  plans  of  subdivision 
when  5^  is  required  for  municipal  purposes,  when  land  is  to  be 
acquired  for  easements  re  pipelines  etc,,  and  when  expropriation 
proceedings  are  contemplated. 

Another  phase  of  the  Department’s  operation  is  the  sale  by  public  tender 
of  Borough  owned  land  and  properties.  Since  1955,  large  sums  have 
been  realized  annually  from  these  transactions.  The  greater  part 
of  the  present  Municipal  Building  was  built  entirely  from  accumulated 
funds  from  the  sale  of  Borough  owned  property,  A  million  dollar  storm 
drainage  program  in  the  Newtonbrook  West  area  was  paid  for  from  the  land 
which  was  reclaimed  because  of  the  project, 

D,  J,  Seward,  A.A.C,!.,  was  appointed  Supervisor  of  Real  Estate  in 
July,  1961,  and  re-named  Director  of  Real  Estate  in  January,  I962, 

BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 

The  North  York  Building  Department  was  formed  late  in  1922,  under  the 
direction  of  Alic  W,  Terry,  the  Township’s  first  full  time  employee. 

He  combined  the  duties  of  Sanitary  and  Weed  Inspector  and  School 
Attendance  Officer  with  this  operation  in  its  initial  stages.  He  also 
served  as  Relief  Officer,  Dog  Tax  Collector  and  Chief  Assessor, 

In  1935,  James  R,  Garlick,  who  had  been  appointed  a  Relief  Inspector 
three  years  previously  was  named  to  assist  Mr, Terry,  In  1937  when 
Mr, Terry  received  an  appointment  to  the  Assessment  Department,  Mr, 
Garlick  became  the  Chief  Building  Inspector,  In  193 ^  the  Building 
by-laws  of  the  municipality  were  revised  which,  with  subsequent 
revision,  have  become  the  most  complete  in  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
area,  and  were  adopted  in  toto  by  the  Townships  of  Scarborough  and 
W  East  York,  and  in  part  by  the  Township  of  Etobicoke  and  other 

municipalities  in  Canada  and  the  United  States.  A  Sign  By-law  was 
also  instituted. 
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ri^xoP.  Ij^e^oLhno?  otno-ioT  lo  9x1^  lo  'loyaM-xa  na,  8Bino 

,SS9X  fii  noi:d'<J90fii  e’qiriaitwoT  9d^  sniwoXXo^  sJ’norosxtifpdi  XsgQX  e  ^*1 
noiSBSDaiR  ixlguoe  orfw  enasxJio  1o  qlfo^a  sd^t*  JTidBO'iqs'X  8b  XXdw.^, 
bnooee^  edT  .alBBd  9®!  s  no  b9'H:oIqfla9  8H  .qXrienwoT  ^xoT  -q 
lodioxXoS  9«u509d  TcadfiX  odw..0.P  ,9ioor4  •a  .0  E6w,^T;odxoiXo2  qidexw 
Bc^dd  /.O.P  .Biesofl  .8  •W%£5^X  ^'xedojpO  nl  -ocrnotoT  nfidXIoqo'l^aM  t 
noXdotndafii  no  edoc  rioidw  daeradiaqsb  edd  ^bearl  od  lodXoxXoS  b'lxnj  9 
YdivxdD‘6  io  aaBBriq  IXe  go  xdxXBqxoXnnm  odd  edaead'iqorr-.bnB  Xlofu/oO  mo 

•:  .  -.bodsoXbnX  9'iA  cdnome'iiupo'l  lEgeX  aTfo 

’  '>  ‘  '-t,  ■  '  ■A*  . 

^  J  Ti^:-'>^HA^aaaTAS! 


NnojndTfiqoQ  xd^^qc^*^  add  bb  nwonsf  t  df^9^ld^aqoXl  ddBdsa  XsoH  9 

,/io±dqQOfli  edX&ds  jnjmd'iBqoQ  XagoJ  odd:  od  domxtbs.ns  ,doel'l9  ax  ,2 
6d  dooqsQ*!  dJiw  asbTxupad  /lo  oaeo  93iBd  od  bbw  noltdoos  orfT  -  •v^^X 

B'xobndd  dqdOpB  .od 'bfis  ebnsX  banwo  qirfeawoT  lo’ noldsuXBVo  brts  dXB3  a 
,'i9dsoa  .H-.O  .  diX9d£DWt>xU:  dsTll  odT  •  oXdBdejiisfli  nadw  bnoX  dova  n 
^  lo  soqxd  XXs  bsaXfi'xqqs  ^^5^X  nl  'iseia'iqqA  9dsd8a  X69il  bsdrxXoq 

ccXdivXfadaa  lo  ansXq  bssoqoiq  ni  as  doue  898oq^uq^•  ax/oiiax  'xol  ydaaqc 
od  od  at  bnaX  nodw  ,e98oqrri/q  XBqXoicuJ«t  'lo'i  ba^lupai  ai  na 
noxdBi'iqo'iqxs  nedw  bna  ^.0^9  eenxXsqXq  ei  ednsioeeBe  lol  bo-iixif 

.bedsXqmodnoo,  eas  esnxbaooc 

3bnod  bXXduq  yd.  oXse  odd'  a!  noXdBioqo  e*  dnomd^BqeCI  add  lo  saB^q  a^ddc 
9V6d  emua  es'iaX  ^^5^X  9oniS  ,89±dT9qb'iq  bns  bnaX  bemfo  dsworiofl 
d'lBq  'i9dce'T3  edT  .8nnidoB8n6T[d  eearid  moil  yXXBunns  besilBS'i  m 
bsdcXufluJODfi  moil  dXiud  asw  gnibiXua  XBqJtoinyML  dnoasiq  sdd 

mode  laXXob  nolXXXia  A  .ydioqoiq  banwo  d^oioa  lo  elaa  erid  nioil  sbx 
ibX  9dd  iDOi‘1  lol  bisq  SBtf  fieiB  desW  3(ooidnodw9M  edd  nX  fflfii^O'xq 

.dostoiq  edd  lo  esxfdood  bomlBXosi  esvrjioJ 

-5 ,  A  .y-'-i 

*  ■  ^ la  T 

^  fxX  edsdesS  IbsS  lo  ioalv*i9qi;8  bsdftloqqB  sow  ,.X#0.A.A  ,bT6vr9S  .!» 
.Sd^I  ^x^auneL  nl  9d6da3  .Ccsa  lo  lOdDBiiQ  boniaa-OTi  bna  ,Xd<?l^,XJ 

odd  Tobnjj  ,S^?I  ni  odsX  bsanol  aaur  daomdiBqoa  anlbllna  >i'xoy*  ddioH '« 
.oovoXqmo  omld  IXixl  deill  e » aXdaiT<»foT  odd  .x^teT  .W  dXXA  lo  noXdoo* 
Xoodog  bnB  lodooqenl  booW  bna  xaBdlnfiS  lo  soldwb  odd  benidaioo 
oeXfi  oH  ♦BOSflde  Xsidxrit  8dl  nx  noldaioqo  a^dd  ddxw  'loolllO  oonGbw 
.lossoasA  IsldD  bfie  lodooIXoO  xbT*  30^  ,i9d;x110  lolXoH  2b  bar 

lojoaqciol  lobloH  b  bodnioqqs  nood  bad  odw  ,^DlXifiD^-K  eemsL  i5C^X 
neriv  nl  .^neT.iM  dalaaB  od  baman  aauf  x^^Qivoiq  eiBoy  o9' 

.a;^  idndffli^Bqoa  dnoinaeosi^  ©rid  od  dnomdni oqqa  ns  Ifovioss'i  yrioT 
a^ibXil^a  ,  odd  S^'^^X  nl  “.'ufoooqanl  gnXbXXwa  laxiiO  odd  om6:j9d  MoxI 
da&ap93du8  ildrw  ,doidw  boeXvoi  stow  xiXloqlolrum  9dd  lo  awsX 
odnoioT  nadtloqoir^'M  odd  ni  odaXqcnoo  daom  odd  omoood  ovsd  tnolaJ: 
bfiB  risaoiodiBoS  lo  eqidenwoT  odd  x<^  Qdod^nx  badqobB  oiavr  fans  ,b 
isrldo  bftii,  oSooidodS  lo  qidaniibT  arid  xd  diBq  cu  bas  <:fioy  d 
BHVf  wfiX-xd  nsX8  A  ,8edBd'£;  bodind  odd  bOB  BbsfiBi)  M  soldi: isqXol 

,  -  .badi/dxdenb  o 
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With  thG  adoption  of  th©  Stovenson— Kollogg  Consultant  EnginGGrs  RGport 
by  Council  on  Jun©  15,  1959,  th©  pr©s©nt  Building  D©partm©nt  op©ration 
incorporatGd  th©  Plumbing  D©partm©nt  and  th©  Zoning  S©ction  of  th© 
Planning  D©partm©nt, 

Th©  Building  D©partm©nt  is  conc©rn©d  with  th©  inspGction  and  approval 
of ^ building  plans  and  sp©cif ications ,  th©  impl©m©ntation  of  th© 

Building  Cod©  and  various  municipal  by-laws  governing  construction 
and  sign  installations  in  th©  municipality =  It  is  a  revenue  producing 
operation  derived  from  th©  permit  fees  charged.  It  carries  out 
inspections  on  each  building  permit  issued  to  make  certain  that  such 
construction  complies  with  the  by-laws  of  the  Corporation.  S.  G. 
Beckett,  P.  Eng.,  was  appointed  Building  Commissioner  on  August  1, 

1959. 

From  1922  until  December  31 1  196?  more  than  77,349  building  permits 
were  issued  for  a  total  of  $2,024,530,25^.00, 

PLUMBING  DEPARTMENT 

The  Plumbing  Department,  another  revenue  producing  department,  was 
founded  shortly  after  the  formation  of  North  York,  with  John  Mills 
appointed  as  the  first  Inspector,  As  the  Township  developed,  so  the 
duties  of  the  department  increased.  W.  A.  Willis  succeeded  Mr.  Mills 
upon  his  retirement  on  April  1,  1950. 

The  Plumbing  Department,  now  a  part  of  the  Building  Department,  is 
responsible  for  examining  plimibing  and  drainage  installations  in  new 
construction  to  ensure  that  such  installations  are  in  compliance  with 
the  necessary  Borough  by-laws. 

From  February  1,  1923  until  December  31?  19^7,  the  Plumbing  Department 
has  issued  169,251  permits  for  plumbing  installations,  drains,  septic 
tanks  (until  1952)  and  fuel  oil  and  flammable  liquids, 

WELFARE  DEPARTMENT 


In  the  formative  years  of  North  York, welfare  was  not  the  major  concern 
that  it  became  in  the  depression.  It  was  originally  taken  care  of 
by  A.  V/.  Terry  from  1922  to  1930  among  his  other  duties,  B.  Ross  held 
the  title  of  Relief  Administrator  from  1930  to  March,  1936.  1935 

was  an  outstanding  year  when  nearly  1,000  families  were  obtaining  relief 
under  a  Township  operated  plan. 

The  Ontario  Government  assumed  the  cost  of  relief  administration  in  1935 
and  continues  to  control  the  program  by  paying  BO  per  cent  of  the  cost. 

Relief  administration  in  the  ^30 ^s  was  not  an  enviable  occupation. 

With  almost  a  fifth  of  the  population  requiring  assistance,  the  investi¬ 
gators  were  required  to  meet  and  solve  many  dire  situations  with  the 
little  that  was  available  for  such  purposes.  The  present  District 
Administrator  is  G.  Romanson  and  his  offices  are  located  at  5740  Yonge 
0  Street,  Welfare  administration  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Toronto  on  January  1,  1967* 
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ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 


The  appointment  in  192?  of  Gordon  H,  Baker,  P.  Eng,,  as  Township 
Engineer  indicated  the  need  at  that  time  for  professional  assistance 
of  a  permanent  nature  as  part  of  the  policy  of  the  operation  of  a 
municipality  such  as  North  York,  Prior  to  192?  consulting  engineers 
were  employed  on  a  project  basis  only,  Mr,  Baker  took  over  control 
of  the  Roads  and  Waterworks  Department  and  directed  the  combined  operation 
until  a  Council  Resolution  in  192?  created  the  Engineering  Department 
and  defined  its  duties, 

E.  L,  Sanderson,  P.  Eng,,  was  employed  by  North  York  in  I92B  to  assist 
Mr,  Baker,  He  became  the  Township  Engineer  following  Mr.  Baker ^s 
resignation  in  1956  to  accept  the  position  of  North  York’s  first 
Industrial  Commissioner, 

The  department  was  comprised  of  the  following  sections,  each  under 
the  direction  of  a  qualified  section  head:  Administration,  Drafting, 

Water  and  Drainage,  Roads  and  Sidewalk  Construction,  Survey,  Works 
Inspection,  Subdivision  Design  and  Building  Permit  Approvals. 

Sewer  and  watermain  maintenance  became  a  part  of  the  Works  Department 
operation  in  September,  i960. 

In  September,  I965 ,  the  Engineering  and  Works  Departments  were  inte¬ 
grated  to  form  the  Public  Works  Department,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  named 
Co-Ordinating  Engineer  for  Special  Projects  until  he  retired  in 
December,  I966. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Fire  protection  was  provided  by  a  volunteer  fire  brigade  organized  in 
1923  under  Chief  W,  J.  Nelson,  father  of  the  Borough’s  present  Chief. 

The  names  of  the  original  volunteers  are  clouded  in  obscurity  since 
few  records  remain  of  those  early  days.  They  were  mostly  businessmen 
and  public  spirited  citizens. 

The  fire  fighting  equipment  consisted  of  one  Model  T  Ford  truck  fitted 
with  hose  and  chemical  tanks  and  four  hose  hand  reels  located  at 
strategic  positions  near  built  up  areas.  The  first  truck  was  housed 
at  the  Pioneer  Garage,  4S9O  Yonge  Street,  The  hand  reels  were  located 
at  Drewry  Avenue  and  Yonge  Street,  Lillian  Street  near  Steeles  Avenue, 
Glencairn  Avenue  and  Dufferin  Street  and  on  Bedford  Park  Avenue  near 
Ledbury  Street, 

Ivan  M,  Nelson,  the  present  Chief,  was  himself  a  volunteer  at  the  age 
of  14,  and  has  been  an  active  member  since  that  time. 

Chief  W,  J,  Nelson  remained  as  leader  of  the  volunteer  brigade  until 
his  retirement  in  1931  <>  He  was  succeeded  by  Harry  Ryder,  with  Murray 
Evans  appointed  as  Deputy-Chief,  Because  of  his  considerable  experience 
and  interest  in  fire-fighting.  Council  offered  the  position  of  Chief 
to  Ivan  Nelson  following  the  death  of  Mr.  Ryder  in  1935* 
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The  department  continued  to  be  operated  on  a  volunteer  basis  until 
1941,  when  the  development  and  grov^th  of  the  Township  indicated  the 
need  for  a  full-time  operation  with  permanent  staff  complement. 

On  January  1,  1942,  the  first  Fire  Station  was  opened  at  3125  Yonge 
Street,  with  a  five-man  permanent  force  and  two  pumper  trucks,  a  I926 
Reo  and  a  1936  Bickle,  Volunteers  augmented  the  regular  staff  which 
was  comprised  of  Deputy-Chief  William  Ballantyne,  Messrs.  Charles 
Prowse,  Charles  Dawson  and  Frank  Bennett  (former  volunteers)  as  well 
as  the  Chief. 

It  is  perhaps  interesting  to  note  that  Chief  Nelson  enjoyed  the  signal 
honor  of  being  the  youngest  Chief  of  any  permanent  force  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  in  Canada . 

During  the  war  years  development  in  the  Department  was  slow.  One  of 
the  pumpers  was  retired  from  service  in  1943}  and  Chief  Nelson  and  his 
staff  built  a  pumper  around  a  second-hand  truck  chassis  because  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  new  equipment.  By  the  end  of  1949  there  were 
21  members  on  the  permanent  force  and  vehicles  were  fitted  with  mobile 
telephones  to  allow  greater  mobility  of  operation. 

The  tremendous  development  of  both  residential  and  industrial  areas 
in  the  Township  following  World  War  II  indicated  that  the  fire-fighting 
service  had  to  expand  if  it  was  to  provide  adequate  protection.  The 
population  of  North  York  had  jumped  to  90,000  and  showed  no  sign  of 
tapering  off. 

The  first  major  step  in  the  Department's  expansion  program  was  brought 
about  in  1952  with  the  construction  of  a  second  Fire  Station  on  Lawrence 
Avenue,  just  east  of  Bathurst  Street. 

The  following  year  a  new  pumper  was  designed  by  Chief  Nelson  and  built 
under  his  supervision.  This  permitted  retirement  of  the  oldest  piece 
of  equipment  from  active  service.  About  this  time,  the  mobile 
telephones  were  removed  from  all  vehicles  and  replaced  with  three-way 
radio  units.  These  were  deemed  more  suitable  for  emergency  work. 

Two  new  Fire  Stations  were  begun  in  1955}  the  Number  4  Station  on  Jane 
Street,  north  of  Wilson  Avenue,  and  the  Number  5  Station  on  Bond  Avenue 
at  Don  Mills  Road  and  the  Headquarters  Station  on  Yonge  Street  had  to 
be  enlarged  to  provide  accommodation  for  offices  and  increased  personnel. 
The  expansion  was  imperative  due  to  the  unprecedented  growth  of  homes 
and  industries. 

The  two  new  halls  were  ready  for  occupancy  by  July,  1956,  with  the 
additional  to  the  Headquarters  Hall  finished  by  June  of  the  same  year. 

A  one  hundred  foot  aerial  ladder  truck  was  added  to  the  equipment  to 
keep  pace  with  the  ever  increasing  number  of  taller  buildings  that 
were  being  built. 
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^  On  March  15,  1959  the  Number  6  Station  was  opened  on  Bayview  Avenue 

at  York  Mills  Road.  In  I960  the  Number  7  Station  on  Bermondsey  Road, 
south  of  Eglinton  Avenue  v/ent  into  operation,  followed  by  the  Number  o 
Station  on  Lawrence  Avenue  V/est  at  Amesbury  Park  in  1962.  In  1964 
the  Number  3  Volunteer  Brigade  in  the  Humber  Summit  area  was  disbanded 
and  the  new  Number  3  Station  on  Finch  Avenue  West  at  Weston  Road  was 
opened  on  October  4,  1964. 

In  April  of  I96S  the  Administrative  offices  of  the  Fire  Department, 
along  with  the  Fire  Prevention  Bureau,  were  moved  into  the  Municipal 
Building  at  5000  Yonge  Street  and  occupy  office  space  on  the  basement 
level. 

Two  new  Fire  Stations  are  presently  under  construction  -  the  Number  9 
Station  at  Finch  Avenue  and  Seneca  Street  and  the  Number  10  Station  on 
Keele  Street,  just  north  of  Finch  Avenue. 

PARKS  AND  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 

In  1950,  a  Recreation  Commission  was  established  with  a  grant  of 
$5,500.00  during  the  first  year  of  operation.  H.  Moreland  was 
named  the  Director  of  Recreation. 

Under  the  Planning  Act  of  1946  approved  by  the  Ontario  Legislature, 
municipalities  were  given  the  power  to  require  a  subdivider  to  deed 
5^  of  his  land  holdings  for  municipal  purposes,  which  has  been 
generally  interpreted  for  parks  and  playground  use.  Prior  to  this 
period,  recreation  was  carried  on  throughout  North  York  by  service  clubs 
or  other  civic  minded  groups  on  vacant  properties,  school  grounds  or 
the  several  parcels  of  land  scquired. 

In  April,  1954, Council  undertook  to  provide  for  a  form  of  administration 
to  be  responsible  to  a  Committee  and  Council  for  the  establishment, 
operation  and  performance  of  the  necessary  areas  in  the  operation  of 
parks  and  playgrounds.  For  this  purpose  Council  appointed  a  Commissioner 
of  Parks  and  Playgrounds.  The  nev/ly  formed  department  commenced  opera¬ 
tions  from  a  building  located  on  Stewart  Smith  Drive,  which  had  been 
purchased  by  the  Township  from  C.M.H.C.  (Wartime  Housing).  The 
allotted  budget  was  $37,000.00. 

As  a  result  of  expanding  operations.  Council,  in  the  early  part  of  1955 
approved  the  construction  of  a  Parks  Administrative  and  Service  Depot 
at  140  Bentworth  Avenue  at  a  cost  of  $49,999.00  on  a  parcel  of  land 
having  an  area  of  approximately  Ig  acres. 

In  the  Spring  of  1956,  when  the  first  wing  of  the  new  Municipal 
Building  was  completed,  the  office  activities  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Parks  and  Playgrounds,  together  with  attendant  clerical  functions, 
were  re-located  in  the  new  premises.  During  the  period  July-August, 

1957,  steps  were  taken  by  Council  to  provide  for  the  merger  of  Parks 
and  Recreation  activities.  The  Recreation  Section  which,  at  that 
f  time,  was  operating  from  the  Board  of  Education  Administration 

Building  on  Almore  Avenue  was  re-located  in  the  Municipal  Building, 
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Council  named  D.  W.  Snow,  a  Township  employee  since  1947,  as 
Commissioner  of  Parks  and  Recreation  to  head  the  nev/  department  which 
was  to  co-ordinate  the  use  of  all  facilities  and  to  acquire,  maintain 
and  develop  land  for  parks  purposes  and  develop  a  recreation  program 
for  a  rapidly  increasing  population. 


A  continuing  process  of  development  is  an  annual  phase  of  operations 
for  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  as  subdividers  subscribe  of 
development  lands  for  Borough  use.  The  Department  is  responsible 
for  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  seven  arenas,  10  swimming  pools, 
a  number  of  natural  and  artificial  ice  rinks  and  more  than  100  parks. 

PERSONNEL  DEPARTMENT 


The  Personnel  Department  is  responsible  to  Council  for  the  recruitment, 
selection  and  promotion  of  staff,  salary  and  wage  administration, 
employee  records,  employee  accident  prevention  program  and  all 
workmen’s  compensation  matters  for  the  municipality. 

The  Corporation  has  approximately  1,392  permanent  employees,  augmented 
by  the  employment  of  nearly  649  casual  staff  for  the  construction 
season  and  for  the  various  recreation  programs.  It  has  collective 
agreements  with  four  of  its  organized  employee  groups.  The  Director 
of  Personnel  and  Labour  Relations  prepares  wages  and  salary  surveys 
and  acts  as  an  advisor  to  Council  during  negotiations  of  the  various 
collective  agreements. 

The  Personnel  Department  came  into  existence  on  June  13,  1953  and  was 
headed  by  John  Sheehan  as  the  first  Personnel  Officer.  In  October, 
1936,  Thomas  Murphy  succeeded  Mr,  Sheehan  and  in  July,  I962  was 
appointed  Director  of  Personnel  and  Labour  Relations, 

BY-LAW  ENFORCEMENT  DEPARTMENT 


The  By-law  Enforcement  Department  was  put  into  operation  in  March,  1953 
vilth  D.  Matthews  as  the  By-lav/  Enforcement  Officer.  Harold  Amer,  the 
current  incumbent,  is  responsible  for  investigating  infringements  of 
Borough  by-laws,  laying  charges  when  required,  issuing  licenses  for 
dogs,  dry  cleaning  establishments  and  Christmas  Tree  lots.  The  office 
also  processes  applications  for  Metro  licenses. 

DOG  POUND 


North  York’s  first  Dog  Pound  located  at  the  north-east  corner  of 
Glendora  Avenue  and  Yonge  Street  was  founded  early  in  the  ’30 ’s  under 
the  supervision  of  G.  C.  Charlton,  Poundkeeper.  It  was  subsequently 
moved  to  the  McCrimmon  property  on  Sheppard  Avenue  East,  near  the 
present  location  of  St.  Gabriel’s  Church  and  later  moved  to  the  west 
side  of  Dufferin  Street  near  the  present  DeHaviland  Driving  Range, 
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The  Pound  is  presently  located  at  54  Ingram  Drive  and  is  under  the 
supervision  of  W.  Doherty,  The  building  was  constructed  during  the 
latter  part  of  1957  and  early  195^  and  was  officially  opened  on  May 
24th.  There  are  36  separate  cages  in  which  dogs  may  be  kept  and 
sufficient  area  to  allow  for  additional  accommodation  if  the  need  arises. 

Normally  the  Pound  is  open  to  the  public  from  S  a.m.  to  5 ‘30  p.m.  daily, 
Monday  to  Friday,  and  from  B:00  a.m,  to  4^30  p.m.  on  Saturday,  The 
impounded  animals  are  fed  and  attended  to  on  Sundays.  When  a  dog  has 
been  impounded  every  effort  to  contact  the  owner  is  made.  Before  a 
dog  is  released  to  the  owner  it  must  be  licensed,  (A  Pound  Fee  of  $5.00 
is  charged) .  Every  effort  is  made  to  find  a  suitable  home  for  the 
animal  if  not  claimed  within  94  hours.  These  dogs  may  be  purchased  for 
a  nominal  sum.  Before  a  dog  is  sold  it  is  inoculated  against  rabies 
by  a  local  veterinarian.  Four  radio  equipped  trucks  are  used  for  canine 
control  in  the  municipality. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT 


The  Planning  Act  of  1944  approved  by  the  Ontario  Legislature,  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  North  York  Planning  Board  on  September  25,  1944, 

R.  E,  Bales,  a  former  Reeve,  was  appointed  for  three  years  with  Donald 
M.  Springer  appointed  for  a  two-year  term  and  Dr.  G.  B,  Langford  a  one-year 
term.  In  January,  1947  Deputy-Reeve  Norman  G,  S,  Ingram  was  appointed 
as  Council  representative  to  the  Board.  He  continued  to  represent 
Council  until  his  death  in  1951. 

The  Department  of  Planning  and  Development,  headed  by  John  K.  Curtis, 

P„  Eng. ,  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Planning  Board,  which  is  comprised 
of  the  Mayor  as  Member  Ex-Off icio , four  members  of  Council  appointed 
annually  and  six  other  persons  who  are  not  employed  by  a  municipality 
or  local  board.  Appointments  are  made  by  Council  for  a  three-year  term 
of  office  on  a  staggered  system. 

The  first  Secretary-Treasurer  was  Gordon  H.  Baker,  P, Eng,, with  ¥,  F, 

McAdam  as  the  first  Planning  Director, 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Board  and  the  Department  to  assist 
Council  in  formulating  a  land  development  policy  and  to  process 
applications  for  development  in  conformation  to  the  policy,  to  the  end 
that  when  natural  growth  takes  place,  the  needs  of  the  ultimate  community 
are  taken  care  of  by  provision  of  services,  municipal  and  otherwise, 
that  will,  in  the  final  analysis  be  required.  Such  development  includes 
shopping  centres,  industrial  properties,  warehousing,  family  type  housing, 
low  cost  housing,  rental  and  luxury  housing  as  well  as  institutional 
growth. 

In  detail,  the  Department  of  Planning  and  Development  processes  appli¬ 
cations  for  plans  of  subdivision,  it  co-ordinates  the  needs  of  independent 
Boards  and  agencies  such  as  the  Board  of  Education,  Library  Board,  Parks 
and  Recreation  Commission,  Department  of  Highways,  Traffic  etc.,  which 
i  often  involves  several  levels  of  government.  It  endeavours  to  determine 
^  the  best  use  which  may  be  made  of  land  and  zones  accordingly.  It  processes 
independent  applications  for  zoning  amendments. 
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The  Department  also  plans  for  the  development  of  special  areas  and  prepares 
area  studies  on  an  overall  Borough  picture,  in  order  that  planning  is 
kept  reasonably  flexible.  It  also  keeps  a  record  of  such  development. 

An  Industrial  Department  was  formed  in  1956  to  encourage  and  expedite  the 
construction  and  development  of  industrial  plants  in  the  various  industrial 
areas . 

Former  Township  Engineer,  Gordon  H.  Baker,  P,  Eng,,  was  appointed  North 
York^s  first  Industrial  Commissioner.  It  was  his  duty  to  endeavour  to 
expedite  to  the  various  departments,  the  subdivision  procedure  for 
industrial  areas  so  that  the  building  permits  could  be  issued  with  a 
minimum  of  delay,  Mr.  Baker  retired  as  Industrial  Commissioner  on 
December  31,  1966. 

During  196?,  the  industrial  phase  of  operations  was  absorbed  into  the 
Planning  Department  which  was  subsequently  re-named  Department  of  Planning 
and  Development.  Mr. Donald  Newman  was  appointed  as  the  first  Development 
Officer. 

COMMITTEE  OF  ADJUSTMENT 


The  Committee  of  Adjustment  was  part  of  the  Planning  Board  until  August 
27,  1957  when  it  was  established  as  a  separate  Committee,  with  the 
adoption  by  Council  of  By-law  No, 12421.  The  members  of  the  first  Committee 
were  Messrs.  Fred  W.  Kemp,  Q.C,,  Campbell  C,  Holmes,  Donald  D,  Aldcorn, 

K.  A,  Gariepy  and  J.  Coleman,  Appointments  to  the  Committee  of  Adjustment 
are  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Planning  and  Development. 

It  is  the  Committee's  function  to  consider  minor  variances  to  the  Borough 
Zoning  By-law  No, 7625,  which  may  be  considered  an  unnecessary  hardship  to 
individual  property  owners.  It  is  also  empowered  to  consider  and  extend 
non-conforming  uses  of  property  under  By-law  No,  7625  as  well  as  deal  with 
the  definition  of  general  terms, 

MAYOR OFFICE 

At  the  inception  of  the  Township  in  1922,  the  head  of  the  municipality 
was  known  as  the  Reeve  and  was  not  provided  with  a  separate  office  from 
which  to  conduct  Township  affairs.  Under  George  H.  Mitchell’s  regime,  a 
special  office,  solely  for  the  use  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  (or  Reeve)  was 
established.  The  first  Secretary  to  the  Reeve  was  appointed  in  1953. 

E,  Hughes  of  the  Clerk’s  Department,  was  appointed  Executive  Assistant 
to  the  Reeve  (now  Mayor)  on  September  30,  1965* 

Under  the  Borough  system,  effective  January  1,  1967,  the  elected  head  of 
the  Borough  of  North  York  was  re-named  Mayor  of  the  municipality. 

TRAFFIC  CONTROL 


In  April,  195^,  Council,  recognizing  the  need  for  a  specific  office  to 
direct  and  control  vehicular  movement  within  the  municipality  appointed 
S.  R,  Cole  as  Traffic  Co-Ordinator.  The  explosive  growth  of  North  York 
and  Metro  bringing  with  it  tremendously  increased  motor  vehicle  registration 
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indicated  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  planned  development  of  facilities 
for,  and  proper  control  of  motor  vehicle  traffic  on  Township  roads o 

In  addition  to  co-operating  with  the  Engineering,  Roads  and  Planning 
Departments  in  matters  concerning  the  safe  movement  of  traffic,  and  the 
safety  of  pedestrians,  the  Traffic  Co-Ordinator  provides  liaison  with  the 
traffic  authorities  in  Metropolitan  Toronto  and  area  municipalities  so 
that  uniform  controls  and  regulations  can  be  maintained  throughout  Metro* 

The  installation  of  all  types  of  traffic  control  are  now  based  on  studies 
and  investigations  by  the  Traffic  Department*  These  installations  include 
traffic  signals,  all  types  of  traffic  signs,  street  lighting,  road  widening, 
pedestrian  crossovers  and  various  types  of  road  markings,  heretofore  taken 
care  of  by  the  heads  of  several  departments* 

Pedestrian  crossover  signs  went  into  use  throughout  the  Metropolitan  area 
on  September  15 j  195^-  Posts  at  the  side  of  the  road,  and  finally  white 
lines  drawn  on  the  streets  marked  the  area,  but  they  were  difficult  to 
detect  in  winter  months*  Crossover  accidents  decreased  when  the  yellow 
overhead  lights  were  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  road  to  increase  the 
public’s  awareness  of  crossings* 

In  June,  1966  Mr*  Cole  was  re-named  Director  of  Traffic  Operations* 

The  Director  of  Traffic  Operations  is  also  responsible  for  recommendations 
for  construction  of  a  sidewalk  program  as  capital  expenditures  for  such 
a  program  permit* 

It  is  the  function  of  the  office  to  record  accident  statistics  which  are 
used  considerably  in  traffic  studies,  recommend  Traffic  by-laws  and  maintain 
proper  street  signs*  The  Department  also  operates  a  sign  making  shop 
at  the  Oriole  District  Works  Yard  which  produces  all  the  street  signs  and 
traffic  control  signs  installed  in  the  Borough* 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

The  North  York  Police  Department  was  comprised  of  one  constable  in  1922, 
with  the  appointment  of  Roy  D*  Risebrough,  who  later  became  the  first 
Chief  of  the  Township  Police  Department*  He  also  served  as  School 
Attendance  Officer  and  Sanitary  and  Milk  Inspector,  as  well  as  protecting 
the  6,000  residents  of  the  municipality* 

Sergeant  Robert  Wilson  became  North  York’s  second  officer  in  1923?  followed 
by  Percy  Smithson  in  1926,  Hector  Hawkins  in  192B  and  John  Harrison  in 
1930*  The  latter  was  named  Deputy-Chief  in  1946  and  following  Mr* 
Risebrough ’s  resignation  when  the  Police  Departments  of  the  thirteen  area 
municipalities  which  comprise  Metropolitan  Toronto  were  amalgamated  in 
January,  19575  Mr*  Harrison  was  named  District  Chief. 

From  1922  until  1931,  the  police  office  was  located  in  the  Municipal 
Building  at  5145  Yonge  Street,  adjacent  to  the  Council  Chamber*  In  the 
latter  year,  the  Department  occupied  premises  in  the  North  York  Hydro 
Building  at  5151  Yonge  Street  until  it  took  over  the  remainder  of  the  lease 
held  by  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  on  the  premises  at  5270  Yonge  Street  at 
the  north-west  corner  of  Ellerslie  Avenue* 
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John  McGarry  was  employed  as  the  first  Clerk  of  the  Department  in  1932, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Maurice  Richardson  in  1937*  V^fhen  the  latter  was 
appointed  as  a  constable  in  1939?  the  duties  of  the  Clerk  were  assumed 
by  Earle  Brown. 

On  January  7,  1950,  the  first  Police  Building  was  opened  at  the  corner 
of  Princess  Avenue  and  Yonge  Street.  The  building  cost  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  $70,000.00  and  provided  ample  office  space,  garage  facilities 
and  a  cell  block. 

Rented  store  space  on  Mattson  Road  at  the  Crang  Shopping  Plaza  was  occupied 
in  the  spring  of  1954?  and  in  December  of  that  year  a  third  Police  Station 
was  opened  with  the  occupation  by  the  North  York  Department  of  the  Dairy 
Building  at  Donalda  Farm. 

The  Police  Building  on  Sanderling  Place,  Don  Mills  was  built  by  North  York 
to  replace  the  quarters  in  the  Dairy  Building  and  was  assumed  by  Metro 
when  the  Police  Departments  were  amalgamated  and  occupied  in  1957 »  The 

North  York  Department  was  comprised  of  nearly  200  men  at  that  time. 

Under  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  system,  three  divisions  served  the  North 
York  area;  Division  31?  Sheppard  Avenue  West,  Downsview,  Division  32, 

5101  Yonge  Street,  Willowdale  and  Division  33?  Sanderling  Place,  Don  Mills. 
In  a  redivision  of  Metropolitan  Toronto  Police  Districts  in  I964?  Districts 
12  and  53  also  serve  sections  of  the  municipality. 

NORTH  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


The  history  of  the  North  York  Public  Library  had  its  beginning  in  1940, 
when  a  survey  was  undertaken  to  discover  the  need  for  library  service  in 
the  Township.  Mrs.  A.  N.  Martin  and  Charles  H.  Browne  of  the  Queen  Mary 
(McKee  Avenue)  Home  and  School  Association  were  assisted  in  this  project 
by  Dr.  C.  E.  Sanderson, Chief  Librarian  of  the  Toronto  Public  Libraries 
and  Angus  Mowat , Director ,  Public  Library  Service,  Ontario  Department  of 
Education.  Bookmobile  service  was  recommended  but  World  War  II  with  its 
gas  rationing  and  manpower  shortage  necessitated  postponement  of  the  idea. 

In  1945?  Rev.  George  Kelly,  Minister  of  Newtonbrook  United  Church  and  Mrs. 

V/.  V/.  Allison  were  appointed  by  the  Central  Community  Council  to  arrange 
for  boxes  of  books  from  the  Provincial  Travelling  Libraries  Branch  to  be 
deposited  with  the  Willowdale  United  Church  Library.  Ladies  of  Home  and 
School  Associations  volunteered  their  services  and  the  library  was  open  one 
night  a  week. 

After  the  War,  a  Building  Committee  was  appointed  by  Council  to  arrange 
for  the  erection  of  the  Memorial  Community  Hall  with  space  provided  for 
library  purposes.  Accordingly,  when  the  building  was  opened  in  May,  1950, 
a  room  was  available,  a  library  committee  was  chosen,  a  municipal  grant 
of  $1,807»00  was  received  and  Mrs.  Clara  E,  Haldenby,  a  professional  libra¬ 
rian  was  appointed  on  a  part-time  basis.  The  Committee  arranged  a  Theatre 
Night  at  the  Willow  Theatre  to  raise  funds  and  publicize  a  drive  for  donated 
0  books  and  volunteers  typed  catalogue  cards  and  assisted  with  the  processing 
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^  so  that  the  library  could  open  on  September  30th.  Shortly  thereafter, 
the  Committee  realized  that  the  Library  did  not  comply  with  the  Public 
Libraries  Act  and  steps  were  taken  to  organize  an  Association  Library 
effective  January  1,  1951 »  The  Board  consisted  of  Mrs.  V/.  ¥. Allison, 

Chairman,  Peter  Torrance,  Vice-Chairman,  George  M.  Lummis,  Secretary, 

W.W.  Allison,  Treasurer,  G.  Ward  Gordon,  Mrs.  A.  ¥.  Jones,  Mrs.  A.  N, 
Martin,  J.  S.  Mackenzie,  Mrs.  J.  Collis,  Mrs.  ¥.  H.  Stewart  and  S.  J. 

Kelner . 

In  1953  a  Library  Planning  Commission  v;as  established  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  a  Township-wide  service.  Those  who  served  on  the 
1953-54  Commission  were  Mrs.  VL  ¥.  Allison,  Chairman,  Saul  Cowan,  Vice- 
Chairman,  Mrs.  G.  R.  R.  Pettigrew,  Secretary  (Members  of  the  Association 
Library  Board)  and  Miss  C.  Anderson,  Mrs.  ¥m,  Beattie,  Hugh  Black,  Mrs. 

H.  M.  Brownlee,  Norman  C.  Goodhead,  T.  J.  Graham,  M.P.P.,  S.  J.  Kelner, 

F.  V/.  Kemp,  Q.C.,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Mahon,  Irving  Paisley  and  A.  P.  Upshall. 

A  new  survey  was  undertaken  and  the  following  recommendations  were  made 
to  Council;  increased  financial  support  from  the  general  levy;  purchase 
of  a  bookmobile  to  service  thirteen  areas;  purchase  of  a  portable  for  a 
Children's  Library  from  the  North  York  Board  of  Education;  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Public  Library  Board.  On  July  27,  1954  a  Bookmobile 
Service  was  inaugurated  serving  residents  in  thirteen  outlying  areas. 

In  February,  1955  Council  established  a  Public  Library  Board  which  was 
faced  with  the  considerable  task  of  creating  a  library  system  for  the 
fourth  largest  municipality  in  Ontario.  In  November,  ¥.  L.  Graff,  B,  A., 
B.L.S.,  was  appointed  Chief  Librarian.  Those  who  served  on  the  first 
Board  were  R.  J.  Stanbury,  Chairman,  ¥m.  L.  Graff,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Reeve  F.  J.  McMahon  (1955-56),  Reeve  Vernon  M.  Singer  (1957-5^),  Mrs,  W. 

¥.  Allison,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Pryal  and  Lloyd  Sawyer. 

During  1956  the  Library  Board  and  the  Township  Council  planned  the 
construction  of  a  main  Library  Building  and  the  purchases  of  two  or  three 
branch  sites.  Land  was  acquired  for  the  main  library  at  Yonge  Street 
and  Park  Home  Avenue  and  for  branches  in  Don  Mills,  Downsview  and  Lawrence 
Plaza,  but  construction  plans  were  postponed  when  capital  expenditures 
of  the  municipalities  were  limited  by  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Council. 

In  April,  the  administration,  ordering,  cataloguing  and  processing 
departments  (now  Technical  Service  departments)  and  Bookmobile  stock 
occupied  space  in  the  H,  H.  Gibson  House  which  formerly  housed  the  Township 
Engineering  Department.  During  that  year  a  small  reference  collection 
was  added  to  the  Adult  Library  in  the  Memorial  Community  Hall. 

By  March,  195 S,  plans  for  a  Main  Library  Building  were  completed  and 
capital  expenditures  were  available.  On  October  15th,  the  cornerstone 
was  laid  for  the  new  building  and  on  July  B,  1959  it  was  opened  to  the 
public . 

On  October  iB,  1959  the  main  building  of  the  North  York  Public  Library 
was  officially  opened  and  named  the  Gladys  Allison  Building.  Dr.  ¥.m. 

^  Kay  Lamb,  the  National  Librarian  of  Canada  was  the  guest  speaker  and  many 
interested  citizens  attended. 


-lA- 


,iI<Ju<J  ariJUfiw  xXqiaoo  ion  bib  b^  joA  eeitsid. 

Vtsidl.!  nbliBiooasA  ds  •  osif  ^S^o  oi  r?PX  I  yieoriDTi  aviioal' 

,loBilLk,V  .V  -eiM  -io  bBiaianeo  isial  .aennlB/ 

.y^sie-ib^-^al^J  .M  es-TO^  Ino^oO  b;BW*-;0‘ 

:g  bna  iSe  .H  .W  .e^  .exIIcO  .L  .etM  .aiansMofiM, -3  A ,  .nl^ 

r-  '*  y 


,rii  fli  ieiasa  oi-bsrisilclBiaa  saw 

,oiv  tiiLoS 

tJ^siooceA  9ri^  lo  8T9dfn9»M)  *o-T^r»A  0  aaiM  bns  (b*xBO§ 

.IlBrfaqa:  .‘J  .A  bns  yaieiBl^val  ^L;|bnD'88w^xav'^a  wsii 

“°3ni^iuo  fli  acraebiBei  Sttivnes  b9i8ai;3x;Bni  asvr  oox>r 


.SVC  rfoirivc  b-tBoa  yiB-TdU  f  lx^a^Sn‘^1^8rii''riiiw''bI 

fsi  ri^ 

■nf  !S.3?W)  :LInI 


raaoj  » s*-*"' 5*^’S  SS«A  ;S  5-,.i. 


aAisBBooiq  bfie  i^itimotAiao  .aniaob-io  eiAsniTi 

Hjo3b  BlldoflDlooa  bnB  TeJnamiiBqob  ooX^^B  p  H^rif ni  aLaf bAiqi 
icoT  9ri^  bsewori  yl-tsnnol  riairivf  saooH  noediO  .H  .H  arid  ni  DBxq 

AiidDBlIoo  sonaiBlBi  XlBiue  a  qssy  Jerid  ,.  hZbL 

.XIjbH  x^im/inEoD  XsiiomeM  ori^  nl  fXwbA  9u^  od  be 

-  .  ^  '-m  1  *^  • 

iknlblluS  Y-^dXJ  nisM  b  lol  analq  ,B^9I  trfo'iisl 
‘no^siaaAof  odd  .ridex  ^^odoO  nO 

add  0.1  binaqo  8BVf  di  <?e9X.,3  yXuU  no  bna  3<ufaliud  vren  add  lol  oi^ 


'■'57'’i^  ’“SbJS  ;!{JS°no 


•vt' 


On  November  14,  1961  the  Don  Mills  Branch  Library  was  opened  at 
Lawrence  Avenue  East*  A  $160,000,00  second  stage  extension  was  begun 
on  December  16,  I963  and  completed  early  in  I964. 

On  January  23,  1962  the  Bathurst  Heights  Branch  Library  opened  at  3170 
Bathurst  Street  and  on  March  6,  I962  the  Downsview  Branch  opened  at  2793 
Keele  Street.  An  extension  to  the  Downsview  Branch  was  opened  in  April, 
1965,  '  . .  - 


Four  more  branch  libraries  went  into  operation  during  I966  and  196?  at  the 
following  locations:  Centennial  Branch,  57^  Finch  Avenue  West,  Bayview 
Branch,  2901  Bayview  Avenue,  Victoria  Village  Branch,  IS4  Sloane  Avenue, 
Yorkdale  Branch,  Yorkdale  Shopping  Centre,  Dufferin  and  Macdonald-Cartier 
Freeway. 

Additional  branches  now  in  operation  are  Woodview  Park,  16-lS  Bradstock 
Road,  Weston,  Amesbury  Park,  I565  Lawrence  Avenue  West,  Toronto  15  and 
Black  Creek  Branch  as  well  as  the  Brookbanks  Branch  at  210  Brookbanks 
Drive,  Don  Mills,  A  new  branch  is  presently  under  construction  on  the 
south  side  of  Finch  Avenue  between  Keele  and  Jane  Streets  and  is 
expected  to  open  in  I969. 

NORTH  YORK  MARKET 

In  1930,  from  the  liquidation  sale  of  the  Metropolitan  Railway  assets. 

North  York  purchased  the  car  barns  at  the  City  Limits  and  renovated  the 
buildings  to  serve  as  a  Township  market.  It  was  an  integral  part  of  the 
way  of  life  prior  to  shopping  centres.  The  purchase  price  was  set  at 
$62,600,00  and  on  July  1931  Council  passed  By-law  No.  1444  to  establish 
and  regulate  the  operation  of  a  market  for  producers,  gardeners  and  farmers 
desiring  to  retail  produce,  all  of  which  was  to  be  produced  in  Canada, 
with  75%  of  the  produce  offered  for  sale  produced  by  the  vendor,  W,  G, 
Scrace,  a  former  Deputy-Reeve,  was  named  Market  Superintendent. 

On  December  15 ?  1952,  by  By-law  No,  Sl33j  the  market  was  sold  for  Mr. 

Frank  Baillie  for  $250,000,00  which  funds  were  used  to  build  the  first 
part  of  the  present  Municipal  Building, 

PARKING  AUTHORITY 


The  Parking  Authority  was  established  by  By-law  No, 11344  on  June  4,  1956 
and  was  comprised  of  Chairman  Kenneth  Burn,  Wm,  C.  Ball  and  Armand 
Deslauriers,  It  was  formed  to  study  parking  conditions  on  a  Township-wide 
basis  and  to  correlate  the  parking  requirements  of  commercial  development. 
It  also  conducted  studies  of  commuter  parking  areas  as  well  as  considered 
the  establishment  of  several  parking  lots,  the  need  for  which  had  been 
indicated  by  such  studies. 

The  1959  members  of  the  Authority  were  A.  Deslauriers,  Chairman,  Wm.  C. 

Ball  and  David  C,  Vanek,  The  Parking  Authority  was  dissolved  by  Council 
in  September,  i960  with  the  duties  of  the  Authority  being  relegated  to  the 
Traffic,  Fire  and  Licensing  Committee  of  Council, 
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0  COmUNITY  HALL  BOARD  OF  MANAGEMENT 

In  1945  the  residents  of  part  of  Ward  Two,  in  an  area  bounded  by 
Steeles  Avenue,  Bayview  Avenue,  Bathurst  Street  and  York  Mills  Road, 
agreed  by  plebiscite  to  the  financing  up  to  $70,000.00  of  a  Memorial 
Community  Hall,  to  be  built  at  509O  Yonge  Street  on  the  frontage  of  the 
York  Cemetery  property.  A  Building  Committee  was  formed,  comprised  of 
Mrs.  A.  N.  Martin,  Mrs.  W.  W. Allison,  Rev.  A.  W.  Jones,  R.  S.  Rackham, 

Ellis  Galbraith  and  Reeve  George  H.  Mitchell. 

Upon  completion  of  the  first  unit  in  1950,  the  keys  were  handed  to  the 
Board  of  Management  appointed  by  Council  which  included  Mrs.  A,  G. 

Dobson,  Harold  Thurston  and  George  Lummis  to  operate  the  building.  In 
1952,  the  Board  of  Management  was  enlarged  to  five  members  including  a 
Council  representative. 

It  is  used  as  a  meeting  place  for  a  service  club,  the  North  York  Branch 
of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  lodges  and  associations,  and  was  used  for  the 
hearing  of  Traffic  Act  Violations,  by-law  infringements  and  Ontario 
Provincial  Police  traffic  infractions,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  new 
Magistrate’s  Court  in  July,  i960.  For  several  years  it  was  the 
circulation  centre  for  the  North  York  Public  Library. 

NORTH  YORK  SAFETY  COUNCIL 

The  North  York  Safety  Council  is  one  of  the  later  developments  in 
municipal  services  adopted  by  the  Borough  Council.  It  is  comprised 
of  a  group  of  citizens  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  all  matters  of 
safety  with  a  view  to  keeping  the  public  better  informed  on  safety 
measures  and  methods  currently  in  use  for  their  protection  and  longevity. 

The  Council  is  to  maintain  contact  with  the  citizens  and  municipal  and 
Metropolitan  Toronto  agencies  to  correlate  practices  such  as  bicycle  roadeo 
safety  laws,  driver  education  programs,  pedestrian  regulations  etc.  ,  for 
the  general  welfare  of  residents.  The  first  Safety  Council  was  comprised 
of  George  S.  Blair,  Max  Solomon,  Fred  D.  Blayney,  J.  T.  Haynes,  Norman 
Turner,  Phillip  Kommit ,  D.  Wakely,  Lome  Cecil  and  Henry  Turman.  The 
present  Chairman  is  Mrs.  Helen  Adamson. 

PROVINCIAL  JUDGE’S  COURT 

Prior  to  1927,  Traffic  Act  violators  and  Criminal  Code  miscreants  were 
required  to  appear  in  court  at  57  Adelaide  Street  East,  Toronto  and  at 
Newmarket  to  answer  charges.  For  many  residents  this  meant  an  extra 
financial  burden  and  loss  of  time.  With  the  fantastic  growth 
experienced  following  V/orld  War  II  it  was  necessary  in  1947  to  open  a 
Magistrate’s  Court  in  V/illowdale.  The  name  ’’Magistrate’s  Court”  was 
changed  when  the  operation  of  the  Courts  was  taken  over  by  the  Province 
of  Ontario  on  December  2,.196B,  and  they  are  now  known  as  Provincial 
Judge’s  Courts.  Court  was  first  held  in  the  North  York  Memorial 
Community  Hall,  with  Magistrate  0.  S.  Hollingrake  presiding. 
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In  1952  to  keep  pace  with  the  increased  number  of  cases  on  the  various 
dockets,  it  was  necessary  to  purchase  the  Brown  School  (formerly  known 
as  School  Section  ^4  and  the  Yonge  Street  School)  from  the  First 
Township  School  Area  to  provide  more  extensive  quarters. 

In  July,  i960  the  first  session  of  the  Magistrate's  Court  was  held  in 
the  new  premises  at  the  rear  of  the  old  school,  which  was  later  razed 
to  augment  parking  facilities.  The  Court  House  was  designed  by  Sproat 
and  Rolph  and  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $355,^24.00  by  D.  H.  Hahn. 
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APPENDIX 


ELECTED  REPRESENTATIVES  -  I967-6B-69 


BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

MAYOR 


James  D.  Service 
BOARD  OF  CONTROL 

G.  G.  Hurlburt ,  P.  Eng.  B.  H.  Hall 

F.  E.  Watson  P.  Hunt 


ALDERMEN 


Ward 

Ward 

I. 

J. 

D.  Booth 

7. 

I. 

M.  Rogers,  Q.C 

2. 

J. 

A.  Gould 

8. 

W. 

G.  Cassels,  Q. 

3. 

R. 

F.  Yuill 

9. 

K. 

A .  Lund 

4. 

P. 

Godfrey 

10. 

H. 

A,  Black,  Q.C. 

5. 

M. 

H.  Chusid 

II. 

W. 

Sutherland 

6. 

J. 

A.  McGivern 

12, 

J. 

R.  Williams 

HYDRO  COMMISSION 

A.  K.  Meen,  Q.C.  J.  R.  Dunn 

BOROUGH  OF  NORTH  YORK  REEVES  AND  MAYORS  -  I922-I96g 


1922-26 

R.  F, Hicks 

1950-52 

N, 

A.  Boylen 

1927-28 

W.  W,  Anderson 

1953-56 

F, 

J ,  McMahon 

1929-30 

J.  Muirhead 

1957-58 

V. 

M. Singer 

1931-33 

G.  B.  Elliott 

1959-64 

N. 

C.  Goodhead 

1934-40 

R,  E.  Bales 

1965-68 

J, 

D.  Service 

1941-49 

G.  H.  Mitchell 

POPULATION 


1923 

6,303 

1954 

130,766 

1961 

260,319 

1925 

8,375 

1955 

148,258 

1962 

279,323 

1930 

11,006 

1956 

165,544 

1963 

303,577 

1935 

14 , 600 

1957 

182,942 

1964 

331,113 

1940 

20,382 

1958 

200,185 

1965 

359,721 

1945 

26,432 

1959 

228,374 

1966 

382,792 

1950 

62 , 646 

i960 

247 , 764 

1967 

411,517 

196a  425,016 


ASSESSMENT  (  BEFORE  REVISION) 


1955  336,096,302.00 

1960  601,274,590.00 

1961  653,884,885.00 

1962  714,039,354.00 

1963  789,281,534.00 


1964  852,289,312.00 

1965  920,669,315.00 

1966  992,977,075.00 

1967  969,291,781.00 

1968  1,150,415,566.00 
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DEBENTURE  DEBT 


1955 

26,128,717.98 

-  Gross 

1964 

73,041,199.00 

-  Gross 

I960 

58,546,835.50 

-  Gross 

1965 

72,146,962.00 

-  Gross 

1961 

62,944,643.75 

-  Gross 

1966 

69,940,980.00 

-  Gross 

1962 

66,196,208.69 

-  Gross 

1967 

48,791,252.51 

“  Gross 

1963 

67,829,504.53 

-  Gross 

1968 
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-  Gross 
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